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Third Sunday of Advent Gospel Word
Matthew 11:2–11

By now you might be reaching a saturation point with Christmas 
advertising and too much Christmas music. It’s everywhere. It’s on 
radio stations and in the stores. It’s like Big Brother is relentless in 
reminding us of the "season of shopping." And the songs are the 
same over and over again. How many times have you heard “Santa 
Claus Is Coming to Town?” 

This week’s Gospel reading, while not about Santa Claus, does ask the 
question: Who is coming to town? It’s put on the lips of John the 
Baptist who is hearing about what Jesus is doing. He is wondering 
whether the one that he and all of Israel are hoping for is Jesus. The 
response of Jesus is telling. He knows that you can identify someone 
best, not by evaluating what others say, but by observing that person 
and seeing what he or she does. Works are the test of authenticity. 
Is he the one who is to come? Watch him. He brings sight to the blind, 
mobility to the lame, clear skin to those scarred by leprosy, sound to 
the deaf, and Good News to the poor. He touches and heals the whole 
person and brings him/her back into community with others.

-by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family Institute

“Living within one’s means” is an old 
phrase with a timeless message. The 
idea is to stay free from overwhelm-
ing debts. Today, this applies to 
consumer debt which we are told is 
astronomical. Buying beyond our 
needs is a national “sickness.” So 
why do we get in over our head? 
And how does that relate to our 
desires? Perhaps the answer is 
obvious: we want everything and we 
are led to believe that we have a right 
to have everything we want, and 
when we get it we will be happy. 
Advent is a great time to look at our 
desires and our lifestyles and test 
them against the questions: How 
happy am I? What really makes me 
happy and peaceful? Does the 
pattern of my life bring me closer to 
God? 

At this time of year, we are bom-
barded by messages that tell us that 
desiring this or that will make us 
happy. Or, by acquiring certain things 
we can make others happy. There are 
no "things" that can bring true 
happiness and peace to us or to 
others. It is all surface advertising. 
On the contrary, we don't see adver-
tising for living a simple life that 
heals, forgives, or includes everyone. 
The invitation to live simply is 
ultimately Jesus' message. He was 
born homeless. He lived simply. He 
even avoided having to pay a mort-
gage; he didn’t have a permanent 
place to lay his head. He didn’t say 
we had to do the same, but there is a 
message there for all of us. Imagine 
giving yourself the gift of a simpler 
life for Christmas. What would it 
look like? Would it make you more 
available as Jesus was: to listen, to 
heal, and to free people?

One-line Prayer
Jesus, make me a sign of your simple, 

healing presence during these 
holidays. Amen.
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