
Connecting With the 
Sunday Readings

There are many inferences in the Gospels as to what Jesus’ occupation was: 
a carpenter, a fisherman, a rabbi or a teacher. However, there is no informa-
tion that he was a farmer. But as we listen to his explanations of how God’s 
Kingdom begins and develops, we can conclude that he knew a thing or two 
about planting seeds. He grew up in an agricultural setting, and lived during 
a time when food was always scarce. Planting enough for the year was an on-
going challenge. In those days, people did not buy their food from a grocery 
store. They either grew food, or knew someone who did grow the food they 
needed. So, to have the seeds grow and result in a harvest was a significant 
longing for his hearers. 

Jesus likens God’s word, God’s communication, to a seed. Although it seems 
small, it is full of potential. The potential is realized only when the seed of 
God’s word is received and nurtured. That is both the personal and com-
munal invitation of this Gospel: Be open to the word of God. Receive it and 
nurture it. Ask yourself: Who sows God’s word in my life? Are there things in 
my life or the life of my family that cause it to be choked or to grow and then 
wither? How attentive am I to God’s word on an ongoing basis?

-by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family Institute

Living the 
Word

If you think about what in nature 
starts small and becomes much 
larger, one of the best examples 
is the common seed. Since most 
people don’t any more grow their 
own food, it is helpful to stop and 
think about the nature of seeds and 
the process of their life cycle. Seeds 
are not self-generated. They are part 
of a cycle. Life gives birth to life and 
death causes new life. That’s what 
happens in our relationships at 
their deepest level. We are placed in 
a network of communal and social 
relationships that are the setting for 
God’s word to grow and bear fruit. 

Prayer
God our Loving Father,  Thank you for 
sending your Son to be with us, most 

especially during those times when we 
feel most burdened. Amen.

Fifteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

           

Gospel Word
Matthew 13:1-23
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