
Connecting With the 
Sunday Readings

This Sunday’s Gospel reading offers three significant images for those who 
want to participate in the Kingdom of God. They each involve an investment 
decision. The first image describes someone who finds a treasure in a field 
and sells all he has to buy the field. The second image describes someone 
who decides to sell everything he owns in order to acquire a pearl, seemingly 
worth a lot! Entering life in God’s Kingdom involves similar kinds of decisions. 
Should we really buy into the kind of challenging life offered by Jesus? Will 
we risk all that we have in the hope that living the Christian life as fully as we 
can is worth it? And of course, this is not just a one-time decision. It’s some-
thing that demands a decision day after day.

The third image, the image of the dragnet, has some of the same inferences 
as last week’s Gospel reading. All are welcome, all are “caught,” and in the end 
there is a sorting out, but not until then.

-by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family Institute

Living the 
Word

We are constantly being invited to 
invest in this or that moneymak-
ing scheme. While we’re told that 
it’s a sure thing, we know that’s it’s 
almost always a gamble. Risk is in-
volved. The decision is ours. Should 
we invest a little of our resources, a 
lot, or none at all?

Life is filled with decisions. That’s 
both a blessing and a burden. We 
were created by God and given free 
will. God wants us to use that gift 
each day and make good decisions 
based on the vision and values that 
are in the Gospels. Live in God’s 
Kingdom. At times, living in God’s 
Kingdom involves a kind of gamble, 
a genuine risk. We never know the 
future. Uncertainty is always part of 
the picture. But decide we must. We 
are drawn into the world of deci-
sion-making because so many of 
our decisions involve others: family, 
friends, employees, employers, our 
brothers and sisters in the global 
village. Our investments in the 
Kingdom are not reckless if they are 
grounded in acts of generosity, and 
with care for others. At times it may 
feel like we’re giving up too much. 
How di erent are these decisions 
from the example in the parable of 
someone who sold everything to 
buy a field or a pearl. 

Prayer

Dear God,  Help us see the di er-
ence between what’s really impor -

tant and what’s not. Give us the 
courage to give ourselves to your 

will.  Amen.

Seventeenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

            

Gospel Word
Matthew 13:44-52
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