
For families, this Sunday’s Gospel reading contains one of the most important teachings of Jesus. 
It’s a real eye-opener. And it’s worth quoting in full. “For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them.” (20). Basically, Jesus is saying that his presence is a communal hap-
pening, and more than a private matter just between “God and me.” There’s the we part of it. Jesus 
enters our lives when we enter each other’s lives. When we gather, when we are together doing 
what he has asked us to do, Jesus is there. That’s what “in his name” means.

Many of us forget about all the many ways that Jesus is present to us. As Catholics, we learned 
about the fact that Jesus is present in the Eucharist. We also learned that Jesus is there in the other 
sacraments of the Church. That’s all true. But Jesus is not confi ned to a church building or to formal 
religious activities. Jesus joins us in the midst of our lives, especially when we are with others. 

Connecting With the Sunday Readings
The Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Gospel reading begins with a scene where Jesus is describing times when there’s disagree-
ment in the community. It doesn’t tell us about the exact nature of the problem. It’s just that 
things aren’t going well. A procedure for dealing with this state of affairs is suggested. Basically, 
Jesus advises that we should be open with each other, state our position and then “work it out.” 
We can make it better between us. It’s always possible. Hope is always available. We don’t have 
to remain stuck in our differences. We have a choice. We can remain bound to our differences or 
decide to be freed from them. Back then this was called “binding” and “loosening.” 

Clearly, the Lord is inviting us to seek harmony with each other. Differences and disagreements 
don’t have to be the last word. In other places in Scripture, this is called reconciliation. What’s im-
portant to remember is that Jesus himself is present and working with us and for us in the midst 
of our communal struggles. Certainly this is important for families where, sadly, interpersonal dif-
fi culties can arise at any moment. Jesus knows this sort of thing happens. But he’s here as an agent 
of peace. 

A Gospel Word for the Home
Matthew 18:15-20
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There’s an old saying that in marriage you 
shouldn’t go to bed if there is unresolved 
confl ict in the relationship. Deal with it, and 
reconcile before nightfall. Such amends 
strengthen the marriage and make for a 
more restful night. This advice is not only 
good for marriage, but for all our interper-
sonal relationships. Communal life can be 
very diffi cult. We know this from observing 
the interaction between all sizes of commu-
nities, from the small ones of two or three, 
to the large ones of nations with millions of 
people.

God’s intent for us is that we be at peace 
with each other. Interpersonal confl ict, abid-
ing disagreements, or persistent arguments 
about this or that, leave us worn down and 
discouraged. So for both peace of mind, 
and people around us, it’s good advice to 
seek agreement especially in matters of the 
heart. We are all created by God as unique 
persons. We will never agree on everything. 
Recall that there were disputes even among 
the fi rst Christians. But Jesus is there among 
us, encouraging our best efforts to remain 
connected. God dwells in our families as a 
presence that both challenges and com-
forts. As a parent, welcome him into your life.

by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family Institute  

If Jesus is present where two or three are 
gathered in his name, surely he is there in 
your family car and around your family ta-
ble. Has anyone in your family ever thought 
about that? Ask around.

Car or Meal Talk

Dear Jesus,
Remind us of how close you are to us, even 
in our “crazy” families. 
Amen.
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Parent Survival

One-Line Prayer
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