
There is a great deal of violence in Scripture. Jesus tells us a parable today about a vineyard that 
was owned by someone who hired tenants to work the grapes. Things went sour when it came 
time for the harvest. The workers didn’t like the arrangements. They wanted the wine and revenue 
of the vineyard for themselves. They wanted it all.

So instead of doing what they were supposed to do, they turned the scene into a bloodbath. This 
parable is rated “R” for violence. They twisted the situation to serve only themselves. They ignored 
the owner of the vineyard (God), the servants he sent (the prophets), and eventually killed his son 
(Jesus). This is not a hard one to fi gure out. What’s important to note is the greed and selfi shness of 
those who remained in the vineyard. We humans can be very narrow and self-centered. According 
to the parable, this happened in a vineyard. In reality, it could happen anywhere. 

Connecting With the Sunday Readings
The Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

The stories and parables of Jesus are masterpieces. Because vineyards were an important part 
of life in his time, we are often treated to narratives and images drawn from that setting. Today’s 
Gospel reading deals not only with historical events (the rejection of Jesus by some Jewish and 
Roman leaders), but also something we all struggle with, namely the question of who’s really in 
charge around here. 

We are all servants of God, receivers of God’s blessings. All that we are, all that we have, comes from 
God’s generous heart. Should God remove divine support from the universe, it would immediately 
return to its original state of nothingness! We are not in charge although we do have responsibili-
ties of caring for creation (the vineyard). We are to care for what’s been given to us (the earth) and 
those who have been placed under our care (our children and others needing our help). Neverthe-
less, there’s something in the human spirit that resists the role of being dependent on God. Some-
times we want everything to go our way. We want total control of the situation. We want it all, a 
message that is often used to sell luxury cars, expensive homes and all kinds of “top of the line” 
stuff. We also want others to do our bidding. Sound familiar? It’s been going on since the dawn of 
creation. In this Gospel reading, we have a telling reminder that God is the one in charge and we 
will fi nd our deepest and most lasting happiness when we freely accept this. 

A Gospel Word for the Home
Matthew 21:33-43
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There’s an interesting side to letting God 
be God and allowing ourselves to accept a 
kind of secondary role. We don’t have to be 
perfect, and we don’t have to do everything. 
We can pull back from the desire to be in 
control of everything in our own lives and in 
the lives of our children.

In Kahlil Gibran’s poetic classic, The Prophet, 
he reminds parents that their children are 
not their own, but rather they come from 
the Spirit of Life (God). These words can lift a 
weight from the backs of parents who tend 
to be overly responsible or burdened with 
the care of their children. Oddly enough, 
parents err at two extremes: being irrespon-
sible and being too responsible. Here’s an-
other wise phrase worth thinking about: Let 
go and let God. This idea too invites us to 
acknowledge that God is the one in charge 
and we are along for the ride. Maybe we 
would enjoy it more if we believed this.

by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family Institute  

Ask your children for advice on how you 
might be a better parent? If we are comfort-
able in admitting to our secondary role, we 
should be open to advice from anyone!

Car or Meal Talk

Dear God,
We will let you do your job, and we will 
do ours. And help us to know when we’ve 
overstepped ours. 
Amen.
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Parent Survival

One-Line Prayer
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