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John the Baptist played an important role in the life of Jesus. He was 
the last of the great prophets to herald the coming of the Messiah. He 
was the one drawing crowds to the river for a baptism of repentance. 
But now, he leaves the stage suddenly at the hands of King Herod 
who sees him as a political instigator. He orders him to be imprisoned. 
Herod believes that will end the Baptizer’s influence and the troubles 
associated with him and those like him. 

But he was wrong. When Jesus learns what happened to John, he 
immediately goes public and invites four fishermen to join him. Jesus 
is off and running. God’s Kingdom is not something that Jesus 
predicts will come at some future date. Nor is it going to take place 
only in heaven. Jesus states that it’s beginning right now, today! That’s 
his proclamation. It is a Big Announcement. The full beginning of the 
Kingdom of God, on earth as it is in heaven, is now, today. 

As soon as Jesus begins his public life, he gathers others to assist him. 
We could imagine that Jesus, being who he is, would be able to 
handle things by himself. If anyone is fully capable of a task, it would 
be Jesus. So why slow down by waiting for others? The correct answer 
to this question involves us understanding a core message of the 
Gospel. When the Kingdom of God becomes operational, it always 
involves the many.

-by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family Institute

Try to catch the spirit of today’s Gospel 
reading. The movement is on fast 
forward. Once Jesus comes to know that 
it’s time for him to begin what he came to 
do, he does so with gusto. He is a man on 
a mission. He is fully purpose-driven. 
Part of his message to the world is taken 
from John. “Repent. Change your ways.” 
Open your heart to something new and 
very significant. It’s game time. And this 
game is for real and for keeps. 

Some lines in the Gospels are more 
important than others. “Repent, for the 
Kingdom of God is at hand” is one of 
them. God’s entry into human history 
began in the person of Jesus and it 
continues today in us, the Body of Christ. 
The question we have to ask today is: “Is 
the Kingdom becoming more apparent 
because of who we are and what we do?” 
Where are people working to change 
structures that oppress people? Where do 
communities of love and care exist? Who 
is healing and being healed?

The Kingdom of God is not a political 
movement, although it contains political 
ramifications because in a complex world 
it involves systems and structures. The 
Kingdom is not easily “seen.” In fact, it is 
only perceived with the eyes of faith, and 
it demands repentance and working for 
justice. The Kingdom of God is not for 
wimps! The Kingdom is present in every 
act of love, compassion, and forgiveness 
that happens. It is in every act of generos-
ity that serves the poor. It happens in our 
families, our work places, and with our 
friends whenever we reach out to help 
another. 

There is certainly evidence that Jesus has 
made an incredible difference in the 
world. You wouldn’t be reading this if he 
hadn’t. Each of us is challenged to ask 
ourselves when have I seen the Kingdom 
of God alive in my life and how can I 
make it more real for others? 

One-line Prayer
Dear Jesus, show us how best to help you 

build God’s Kingdom today. Amen. 
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