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Gospel Word
Matthew 5:38–48 

This Sunday’s Gospel reading leads us into deep water. We are still in 
the Sermon on the Mount. Here, Jesus focuses on our relationship to 
others, especially those who are not our friends. There are two areas 
that concern him. First, how do we relate to those who hurt us? An 
eye for an eye? It might be of interest to note that there were times 
when this was taken quite literally and affected how some matters 
were addressed in the courts of those days. 

The other concern addresses our relationship to those we judge as 
our enemies and those whom we hate or feel hostility toward. Jesus 
does not name names or point the finger at one group or another. It 
is up to us to fill in the blank as to whom we see as our enemy. 
This is another occasion where we might wonder how many of Jesus' 
listeners would have walked away upon hearing his words. “Enough is 
enough,” they might have muttered. Jesus was not speaking with 
political correctness, or to please the crowd, when he calls for people 
to love their enemies. Many might have been outraged at such a 
proposal. Still, the words of Jesus continue to challenge us, as they 
have since they were first spoken. They also show that those who 
heard his invitation “to turn the other cheek” thought that this mes-
sage was important enough to pass on and record for all times. Who 
among us can put such radical ideas into practice? 

-by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family Institute

It has been said that Jesus came to 
comfort the afflicted and afflict the 
comfortable. It certainly rings true 
when reading the Sermon on the 
Mount. Scholars call some of what 
Jesus proclaims there “hard sayings.” 
They are hard to hear and hard to 
apply in our lives. They also suggest 
that Jesus is creating a new way of 
living and relating to others. He 
really expands the commandment to 
love one’s neighbor. It would seem 
that here Jesus invites us to love as 
God loves.

First, God’s love is universal. 
Individual groups may believe that 
they are special to God, but nowhere 
does our Christian faith suggest that 
God does not love all people regard-
less of any of the things that might 
turn us away from each other. God 
loves even those who appear as 
“lost.” In fact, Jesus said that he came 
specifically for the lost ones. Think 
about who “the lost ones” are in your 
family? Second, God’s love is forgiv-
ing. God loves even those who 
“hate”—not because of their hate, but 
in spite of it. The challenge for us is to 
practice the same kind of forgiveness. 

One-line Prayer
Merciful and forgiving God, help us 

to forgive others as you forgive us. 
Amen. 
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