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Palm Sunday of the 
Lord's Passion

Gospel Word
Matthew 26:14-

27:11-54 

We now enter the holiest week of the liturgical year. We all are familiar 
with the general movement of events. It begins with the entry of 
Jesus into the great city of Jerusalem accompanied by the applause 
of many. They brought palm branches as signs of their respect and 
support. Next, we find him at the table with his disciples, celebrating 
the Last Supper. He takes bread and says “This is my Body.” He takes 
wine and says “This is my Blood.” The disciples probably wondered: 
“What is going on here? Where is this leading?” Then comes Jesus' 
Passion, his allowing the forces of evil to have their way—at least for 
now. Thinking afresh about the death of Jesus is not easy. Many have 
heard the story of Jesus since childhood and have been given a 
variety of explanations. This week will provide many opportunities to 
connect the Passion and death of Jesus with our own lives. 

One of the sayings attributed to Jesus 
is: “Take up your cross” (Luke 9: 23). 
To appreciate the meaning of the 
cross in the life of Jesus, we have to 
first learn that he not only accepted 
the cross, he wanted it! Matthew’s 
Gospel is quite clear. Things could 
have been different. But they were 
not. Jesus accepted the will of his 
Father and suffered a violent and 
painful death because he wanted us 
to know as clearly as possible that his 
love, that God’s love, was and 
remains full, total and complete for 
the whole world. 

When you love someone, you expose 
yourself to suffering. When genuine 
love happens, there will also be pain, 
especially if the love is deep and 
lasting. To challenge our own, 
self-centeredness and grow out of it, 
we turn outward in service and care 
for others. We show love even to 
strangers and enemies. Lots of times 
this is not easy, but it is the essential 
process for our becoming more fully 
human, more grace-filled, more a 
part of the Body of Christ. 

The events are familiar to most 
Christians. A capture leading to a 
meaningless trial, the involvement of 
religious and political leaders, Peter’s 
three denials of being associated with 
Jesus, and the tortuous sequence of 
events that led Jesus up the hill 
where he is crucified. If this is the 
beginning of something great and 
wonderful, it certainly doesn’t look 
that way. It seems like total defeat 
creating desperation. But is it? 

-by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, 
The Bethany Family Institute

One-line Prayer
Dear Jesus, thank you for all that you 

have done for us. We know that at 
times it was not easy. You loved us to 

the end and even beyond. Amen. 
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