
Connecting with the 
Sunday Readings

Today’s Gospel reading reminds us that the Word of God became flesh when 
Mary, a human being just like us, said, “Yes” to God’s invitation to be the Moth-
er of God. In reading Luke’s account of the Annunciation, we ought to first 
notice Mary’s response to the angel’s visit. Once she knew what this visit was 
about, Mary did not say: “Right. This makes perfect sense. I have been reading 
the Scriptures. I know about the Messiah our people are hoping for, so if I am 
called to play a part in this, let it happen. I’ll be happy to do my part.” 

Not at all. Mary was afraid and confused. How much she really understood at 
that moment cannot be determined, but she was open to the invitation. She 
allowed “it” to happen, supported mostly by faith and trust in God. She is such 
a powerful model for living. She is not presented here just as the Mary of holy 
cards or romanticized images. No, she is most likely a fearful confused teen-
aged girl willing “to let go and let God.” Notice her deep faith. Think about 
what wonderful things happened when she said “yes” to God. 

Living the 
Word

There are times in our lives when we 
find ourselves in circumstances simi-
lar to Mary’s. God is leading us, but 
we are mostly in the dark as to what’s 
going on. We ask questions, just like 
Mary did, and we trust in the hope that 
what we’re doing is of God and that we 
will have the strength and courage to 
continue.   

For most of us, the events of history 
make a lot of sense after they have 
happened. In the middle of something, 
it can all seem pretty confusing. We 
sometimes feel out of control, moved 
along in a direction that we did not 
choose on our own. Unfortunately, we 
live in a time when the ideal person is 
portrayed as one in total control. But is 
that the truth? Realistically, most of us 
take it one step at a time, hoping we are 
doing God’s will. It was not that much 
different when Mary gave her initial 
“yes” to God, a “yes” that most likely 
had to be repeated often during her 
own life. When we get involved with 
God and make him the center of our 
lives, we grow in trust and faith. 

One-line Prayer

                                       ,rewop fo doG
Open our family to a deep faith 

                                                      .su rof lliw ruoy ni tsurt dna
Amen.

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 

Gospel Word
Luke 1:26–38
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