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All Saints Day Gospel Word 
Matthew 5:1-12a 

In this passage, Jesus walks among a great crowd and finds a place to 
sit where he presents eight "Blessed," sometimes translated "Happy," 
teachings which are often thought of as the "commandments" of the 
New Testament. They are the guidelines at the heart of Jesus' ministry, 
and the lives of those who choose to follow him.  
 
The central themes of the Beatitudes are justice and faithfulness. For 
example, the "poor in spirit" are those who live simply, either by 
choice or situation. They are blessed not because they are morally 
better than others but because God has a special care for the poor. 
The "meek" are those who avoid revenge. The merciful are the forgiv-
ers who do not act out of spite or resentment. 
 
Even though the Beatitudes are sometimes thought of as "command-
ments," they are not moral laws but rather a description of what it's 
like to live the life of the Kingdom of God here on Earth. They have 
both prescriptive and descriptive functions. That means that they 
both invite a response and they describe what it will be like when we 
actually do respond. They are challenging guidelines for faithful 
living.  
 

The Gospel passage of the Beatitudes 
is a fitting one for today's Feast of All 
Saints. One of the oldest traditions in 
the Church is the veneration and 
acknowledgment of saints. Saints are 
holy people who have died and live 
now in heaven. The saints we are 
most familiar with are the ones we 
name our parishes and our children 
after or the ones we pray with for 
special intentions, such as Saint 
Anthony to help us find something, 
or Saint Joseph for a happy death. We 
believe that saints intercede for us 
before God.  
 
Some saints appear slightly eccentric 
and high-spirited and allow God's 
Spirit to move them to deeds that 
express deep holiness and coura-
geous resolve while doing God's 
work. Many gave their lives for the 
faith. Some left their homes and 
families to bring the Gospel message 
and God's care to distant lands. But 
many saints never make it on the 
official Church list of saints. They are 
not officially recognized (canonized) 
by the Church, and they remain 
anonymous. They are people like us 
who led faithful and quiet lives of 
love and service to God and others. 
We believe they are in heaven. These 
are the saints we recognize today. 
Some of the saints we celebrate on 
this All Saints Day are people we 
have known in our lifetime who have 
gone before us to heaven. We look 
forward to the day when we will 
have one glorious reunion with them 
in heaven. This feast will be 
celebrated for us if we live our lives 
based on the guidelines of the 
Beatitudes. 
 
 
 
 

One-line Prayer 
 

Most Holy God, make holy the 
thoughts of my heart and  

actions of my life.  
Amen.  
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