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Zechariah had been a mute since the moment he doubted the 
possibility of his wife’s pregnancy. At his birth, Elizabeth suggested 
naming the newborn John. It was not a family name, so it had come 
as a surprise. When Zechariah agreed to the name, he regained his 
speech. He would praise God and praise the event of his Son’s birth, 
naming him a servant of the Lord, a prophet of the Most High. It was 
this series of unusual events that led the neighbors to believe the 
child was destined for greatness. Miracles were happening.

The neighbors wondered who John would become. He would even-
tually grow to become a man with this mission: announce the coming 
of Jesus. He also proclaimed a baptism of repentance. He stated that 
he was not worthy to unfasten Jesus’ sandals. So he projected the 
image of a blessed one of pure intentions, humble, and an urgent 
prophet preparing the way.

Here was Jesus’ relative announcing 
the good news of his arrival. Jesus is 
the Good News. He is the light and 
salvation to all nations and to the 
ends of the earth. We can proclaim 
his coming with the same sense of 
urgency. We do it out of love for our 
neighbors.

John suggested repentance for all as 
we prepare our heart for the coming 
of the Lord and all the goodness and 
mercy that is in store for us. Repen-
tance must be a continuous process 
since we often tend to fall far from 
our good intentions. It is important to 
turn again to Jesus’ face, recognize 
our imperfect nature, recognize his 
perfect nature, and strive to be 
cleansed in preparation for his return. 
We can achieve this through the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, or 
Penance.

One-line Prayer
Saint John the Baptist, pray for us, 

that we embrace a sense of urgency 
to repent and to declare the

coming of Jesus.
Amen.
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