
Connecting With the Sunday Readings 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

There are many sayings about children that have come down through the ages. "Children are our future." 
"Children are to be seen and not heard." But few of them involve the ultimate source of life for children, the 
Creator God. Most accept the one in today's Gospel reading where Jesus notes that whoever welcomes a 
little child, welcomes him and the one who sent him, God the Father. Divine life creates human life. And the 
fullness of life is present even in a small child. All life is sacred. 
 
Many social thinkers point to the lack of genuine care and concern that we give to children. Some children 
suffer the huge hurt of neglect and abuse. Every day, thousands of children die because of starvation, 
malnutrition, and disease. This does not have to happen. We have the resources to solve these problems. 
But they are only children and since their voice is quiet, we fail to hear their cries for help.  
 

A Gospel Word for the Home 
Mark 9:30-37 
 
Jesus continues to press home the point that we heard last week that he would eventually be rejected and 
would suffer and die like a common criminal. Mark adds that this was beyond his listeners' understanding, 
so instead they changed the topic and guess what they talked about? It's almost incomprehensible, given 
what Jesus had just said. They wanted to know who was number one among them. Who was the Alpha 
Apostle, the top dog, the best one in their group? Imagine Jesus' chagrin of over such an inappropriate 
question. But he takes them where they are and uses their question to point out the truth about disciple-
ship.  
 
Basically he said that if anyone wants to be first, then take the last place. If you want to rule over others, be 
their servant. Bottom is top and last is first. From other parts of the Gospel we know why he presents such 
a view. It's because he sees himself as the servant of all, the one who gives his life for others, the one who 
will wash their feet (the most menial of all servant tasks) at the Last Supper. Such social positioning is so 
different from how we organize ourselves in today's culture. It was just as contrary in his own world. 
People want first place, which will be theirs once they climb the proverbial ladder of success. In a sense, 
Jesus is saying that ladder leads nowhere.  
 
Thought for the Week 
 
Human values do not always coincide with Jesus' values. He offers two models of what he sees as impor-
tant: children and servants. As far as children go, they were thought of as property in his time. Even from a 
religious perspective, they were not counted until they reached early adulthood. The same can be said of 
servants. Some, of course, were actually slaves. They, too, were just property, owned by another.  
 
Today we speak of the dignity of the human person. While this language is fairly recent, it really goes back 
to Jesus. He championed the rights of all by affirming the goodness and importance of all people. People 
don't earn value by accomplishments, but simply because they are. No matter what their background, 
their status, their race, religion or nationality, everyone is a beloved child of God. Everyone then deserves 
our respect, our concern and our affection. This is a huge order because there also exists a cultural 
tendency to rate people and assign them a certain position. This is in direct opposition to what Jesus 
taught us to do. 
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

One of the problems of being a parent is 
that the time and effort we put into 
caring for our children has little or no 
value in our culture. We give it no finan-
cial value. Often workplaces consider 
children a liability. Even certain neighbor-
hoods frown on the presence of children. 
And very little of our tax money goes for 
their care. For the most part, we are not a 
child-friendly society. 

Yet parents know a different set of values. 
They remain steadfast in their belief that 
children are not just important, but very 
important, and deserving of our best 
effort to provide them with constant care 
and support. It's never easy. Moments of 
pure parental enjoyment happen, but not 
very often. So as parents, we have to rely 
on values that come from deep within us 
rather than from the culture around us. It 
would be wonderful if it was different, but 
it isn't. Sometimes Gospel values will find 
their source in God and nowhere else.

Tell your children how much and why you 
value each one of them.

God the Father, help the children of the 
world, especially those most in need. 
Amen.
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