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Mark 10:46-52  

Mark intends this whole section from Chapters 8:22–10:52 to be a 
lesson in discipleship. It focuses on the need for Jesus' followers to 
see and understand more clearly Jesus' mission as the Messiah and 
God's suffering servant. Structured around three passion, death and 
Resurrection predictions, this section highlights the disciples' consis-
tent misunderstanding of what following Jesus entails. He frames the 
section by beginning and ending with the curing of blind men. In 
doing that, Mark highlights both the disciples' and our need to see 
and understand Jesus on God's terms and not ours. 
 
Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem and on leaving Jericho, a blind man, 
Bartimaeus, calls upon Jesus to have pity on him. Some rebuke Barti-
maeus, but he yells out even louder. Jesus has him brought forth and 
asks him, "What do you want me to do for you?" In direct contrast to 
last Sunday's reading of James' and John's response to that question, 
to give them the places of honor (Mark 10:36–37), Bartimaeus just 
says, "My Teacher, let me see again." Jesus responds with "Go; your 
faith has made you well." The most significant part of this story is 
what Bartimaeus does once he receives his sight: He follows Jesus to 
Jerusalem. The blind have understood what Jesus' suffering servant 
ministry is all about, and they do not hesitate to follow him. Yet those 
disciples who visibly "see," seem to have trouble understanding and 
following him.  
 

Bartimaeus' desire to see and be 
healed is obvious. We sense that he's 
been waiting for Jesus for a long time. 
In various Gospels, we come across 
many persistent people, women and 
men, who ask for help. Jesus seems 
drawn to them. They are looking for 
him and he is looking for them. 
That's the way it is with Jesus—with 
God. The pursuit is mutual. Connect-
ing with God is not a static event, but 
one of interpersonal movement. 
 
At certain times in life, our sense of 
sight seems more acute, more alive. 
The first time we see a new member 
of the family in the person of a new 
baby most of us cannot take our eyes 
off of her or him. Our enchantment 
with his or her beauty, however, ebbs 
through the years. We don't notice 
the child as much as we once did. 
The same thing also happens with 
other events that become normal or 
blend into everyday-ness. The first 
snow is beautiful. The fifth or sixth 
one we hardly notice. Some of the 
holiday joy and expectation we knew 
as children evens out. We become 
less aware. That's unfortunate and 
normal. Sometimes we have to 
re-group, focus or look harder, but 
why not? Maybe we too have to be 
healed from a certain amount of 
blindness. 
 
It is the same with faith. Faith has 
been described as a "way of seeing." 
We can get used to being in a 
relationship with God and living a 
life of faith and it takes on a feeling of 
"everyday-ness." The acute "seeing" 
of faith can dim. At those times a part 
of us does identify with Bartimaeus' 
desire to see and be healed. We want 
to grow more deeply in faith. What 
can you do this week to become more 
aware of God's pursuit of you? 
 
 

One-line Prayer 
 

God the Holy Spirit, give me the 
vision to see you more clearly.  

Amen.  
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