
Connecting With the Sunday Readings 
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

We know when this day will end by looking at the clock. We know when the year will pass by looking at a 
calendar. But what about our lives? They can end with no warning. Death comes to some as a "thief in the 
night". We know ours could be an unexpected death. So, do we just wait for the end to arrive? Do we check 
off the number of days before the last day?  
 
Recently, books have been published describing the final days of people who knew that their end was 
near. We might assume that those books must be pretty dismal. But they are not. They describe people 
fully alive and fully involved in their lives, sometimes with remarkable intensity, right to the end. For the 
most part there is little complaint from those who are dying. The people described in the books reflect on 
the meaning of life rather than death.  
 
Although many of us try to ignore the fact of our mortality, it seems that those who practice awareness of 
death are awakened to appreciate life all the more. In the time of Jesus, people were pre-occupied with 
thoughts of an impending end of the world. Their focus was on some kind of cosmic event filled with 
fire-bolts and angels. They knew the ways nature could erupt and take over. They just did not know when it 
would happen. They wondered about it. 
 

A Gospel Word for the Home 
Mark 13:24-32 
 
Today's Gospel reading uses apocalyptic language to describe the events that will happen after the final 
struggle between the forces of good and evil has occurred. Nature will run wild before Jesus comes back 
in glory. But those who have followed him and kept his word do not have to worry about it. He will gather 
them together from the four "corners" of the world.  
 
The sign that Jesus is coming for the Last Judgment is a positive one. It is not the terror of nature run wild 
but the blossoming of the fig tree. No one knows the hour when this is to happen. Only God the Father 
knows. Our challenge is to be prepared at all times and be attuned to the signs of the times. 
 
Jesus always encouraged watchfulness. The opportunity to live is fleeting. So be alert because any 
moment could be a great time to take all that he had said and put it into practice. In fact, any time is! The 
time in which we live is sometimes called the "in-between time," between our beginning and our end. 
That's game time for the Christian life. The clock is running and since we can't see when the final time will 
happen, it's helpful to act as if it's close. And given the nature of time itself, it is. In most of those accounts 
of final days, various authors have a way of saying that their lives have seemed so short. Ask any older 
persons about their sense of the length of their lives and most likely they will say that it seemed like a 
fleeting moment. There's nothing morbid about that. It's simply a reminder for us to live fully right now. 
Every moment is a gift from God. 
 
Thought for the Week 
 
Thinking about time can be both fascinating and frustrating. It's like trying to hold water in our hands. It 
slips away and there's little we can do to prevent this from happening. Each day of our life moves along on 
autopilot. Sunrise and sunset, day after day, a seemingly eternal progression of moments. Saint Augustine 
once remarked that he knew exactly what time means until someone asked him to explain it. We are the 
same. Deep down, the reality of time is always now. 
The past is over; the future is yet to come. All we have is the present moment. We want to use it well. 
Allowing our awareness to fill this moment is no easy task. We seem to drift away from the present 
moment quite easily. Living in the moment carries with it a great challenge. And once we're in it, we have 
to decide how best to live it. We can't escape its invitation.  
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–by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family Institute



Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

When we are parents of small children, we 
think that they will never grow up. They 
seem to get stuck at about four or six or 
eight. But they won't be those ages 
forever. They will move on to be wonder-
ful or trying teens and hopefully respon-
sible young adults. 

So here's the challenge: Enjoy them at 
each age. Enjoy your time with them. 
Treasure memories of their past. Invest in 
the present moment by being with them 
and for them. And pray that their futures 
will be safe and satisfying. Before you 
know it, they will be out on their own. You 
will miss them. So, again, live in the 
moment. And be grateful for every pass-
ing moment. 

Ask each one of your family members to 
list his or her favorite memory. Then, ask 
each one what he or she would most like 
to do with his or her life.

Eternal God, help us to treasure the time 
we share together as a family. Amen. 
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