
Connecting With the Sunday Readings 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ the King 

 

Created at a time when there really were a few kings still reigning, this feast day takes some 
imagination for us, living in more democratic times, to appreciate and value. The Church helps us 
by selecting readings that point out how Jesus himself embodied a notion of kingship, which was 
decidedly different from the way political leaders of his time acted. A king back then was one who 
possessed absolute power over others. He was not limited by laws, or popular opinion, or what 
the media of that time said. He was in charge, and if anyone objected, they were punished. 
 
So now we observe Jesus, and as Handel's Messiah proudly proclaims: "King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, forever, forever, Alleluia, Alleluia." Standing before Pontius Pilate with a borrowed robe and 
a crown of thorns, we are invited to ask, "What kind of king is he?" And what does it really mean to 
possess power in one's life? Is it a matter of having power over someone or is it something 
entirely different?  
 
 

A Gospel Word for the Home 
John 18:33b-37  
 
The contrasts are obvious. One character is Pontius Pilate. He is the Roman leader in charge of the 
occupied territory of Judea. His word is law. He has power over life and death. The other is Jesus 
Christ who admittedly confesses that his power is not of this world, but is elsewhere. Here, he 
appears as powerless but nothing is further from the truth. He not only has power over life and 
death, but over eternal life and death. But that's not the way it seems. Nothing is, when it comes 
to Jesus.  
 
The real power embodied in Jesus is the power to love, to connect with, and draw all to himself. 
In him is the power to unite heaven and earth, God with humankind. That's what he is about. All 
the trappings of power concerning this world and this life are nothing compared to his power. 
But, again, that's not what it looks like. Pilate stands before the one "through whom all things 
were made." That includes Pilate himself, but he may not be aware of that, given his background 
and position. It looks like he is in charge or calling the shots, but he isn't. Jesus is always in charge 
and we give thanks that this is so. 
 
Thought for the Week 
 
Again, we are led to contrast our culture and its assumptions with the world that Jesus creates by 
announcing that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Christ as King is about a reign that is like no 
other. There, everyone is equal. All connections are just. All actions come from love. It's a whole 
new way of being where the last are first; those who die to their old ways live, where those who 
give receive. Everything is turned upside down. What's challenging for us is that our culture 
operates on entirely different principles.  
 
Those who have the most are given the first places. People who want to have power over others 
feel they are okay in wanting that. We venerate the saying that money is power. The rich get 
richer and the poor get poorer, and nobody says much about it. It's interesting that both in 
society and in the Church, we seem very ambivalent about power. Jesus is clear. We have the 
power to give our lives for others as he did. But so few seem to embrace that approach. We still 
build thrones for kings.  
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–by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family Institute



Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

Parents have power. They have the power 
to love their children, and to help them 
grow up as loving persons. But they 
express their power not through orders to 
do this or that but rather in concert with 
their children, being sensitive to each 
child's capabilities. To be in power is to 
know how to relate to others through 
acts of service and care. That was how 
Jesus did it. He had power not only to 
move mountains but to create them. But 
instead of using that power over others, 
he put that power under others and lifted 
them to greatness. 

That's what parents do. They raise their 
children—a phrase that can have a won-
derful ring to it. They encourage and they 
empower. That is not easy because it first 
requires a close relationship that is truly 
other-centered and attuned to what best 
for the other. This is a high calling, one of 
the highest that God has given us.

Ask your children that if they were made 
a king or queen, what would they do?

God of Power, show us how to use our 
power to best help others. Amen. 
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