
Living the 
Word 

Connecting with the 
Sunday Readings 

Adult 

Third Sunday of Advent Gospel Word 
Luke 3:10-18 

There is a central theme that runs through all the readings this week: 
dependence on God. The reading from Zephaniah tells the people 
God is with them and there is no need to be afraid or discouraged. 
Paul says God is near; don’t be anxious. As the people hear John 
announce the coming of the Messiah, they want to know what to do. 
John tells them, if you have two coats, share with a person who has 
none. If you have food, share it. God will provide. His message starts to 
take on more substance. 
 
As the people hear John announce the coming of the Messiah, they 
want to know what to do. John continues to call for change. He 
focuses on being just and compassionate. Be fair. Do what’s right. 
When John tells soldiers who do their work by oppressing people not 
to bully, and tells taxpayers who often inflate the amount of taxes and 
then count it as their own to only ask for what is owed, he is really 
confronting them to change radically. 
 

Take a little extra? Even today it 
seems common enough. We hear 
about politicians or business leaders 
who use their position for a few extra 
favors. What about stuff? Most of us 
have it in abundance. One of the 
most successful businesses these days 
is “storage units.” Many of us have 
much more stuff than we need. Our 
attitude is often: “So what; all that 
stuff is mine. I earned it fair and 
square." So “What are we to do?” As 
we approach Christmas, we reflect on 
the circumstances of Jesus’ birth, the 
poverty of it all, the utter simplicity 
of the Holy Family, the shepherds— 
representing the poorest working 
people. We might reflect on the areas 
in our lives that are in need of 
conversion. How can we best 
celebrate God’s coming to live among 
us?  
 
It is true that economic forces weigh 
heavily on many of us. Over the last 
year we have all been given a crash 
course in economics. Jobs and homes 
have been lost. Greedy people took 
huge risks, or spent beyond their 
means, all with the intent of making 
lots of money or having lots of stuff. 
We’ve seen and experienced the 
effect this has had on our savings and 
investments and on the larger 
communities of our country and the 
world. 
 
While we all need economic 
resources to survive, the general 
approach taken by our faith is that 
when we have more than we need 
(not what we want) we are invited to 
share the rest with the less fortunate. 
If that is difficult for you, take some 
time to examine the reason for your 
resistance. In it may lay your answer 
to the question “What are we to do?” 
How each of us responds to this ideal 
will vary. It’s a matter of a mind that 
is open and a heart that is generous.  

 
 

One-line Prayer 
 

God of the Living, give me the 
courage to change. Amen. 
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