
Living the 
Word 

Connecting with the 
Sunday Readings 

Adult 

Third Sunday of Lent Gospel Word 
Luke 13:1-9 

Today’s Gospel reading listens in on the questions being discussed by 
the general public and asked of Jesus. For instance, did you hear 
about those Galileans who were slaughtered by the government? 
Jesus ignores their question and shifts attention to them. Let’s not 
talk about others. Let’s focus on you because God has expectations of 
you. You are like the fig tree. God is the gardener. He nurtures you 
with his grace so you will bear fruit for the Kingdom of God. Now is 
the moment to change, to turn.  

We love to judge the performance 
of others, but Lent is the time to 
look in the mirror. How am I 
doing? Is there anything I can do 
to be better? These are appropri-
ate questions during Lent. We 
always stand in the presence of 
God. God knows our hearts and 
our interests and cares about 
them. So if you need to repent or 
change, ask for the courage to do 
it. As philosophers remind us, 
only humans can act contrary to 
their natures. We are free to do 
the wrong thing or the right thing. 
We are free to not do anything 
and hide out, or to be energetic 
and enthusiastic about God’s 
work. Spiritual writers often 
mention that there’s a reason why 
God created you and not someone 
else. God created you to accom-
plish something that only you can 
do. It may not be something that 
merits newspaper headlines, but 
it is something of value. Maybe 
you are the one who brings a 
smile to the face of people worn 
down by difficulties. Maybe you 
bring love to a child who would 
otherwise not have that experi-
ence. The story of the fig tree joins 
the theme of good works to 
repentance. Rarely do we know 
the exact reason we have been 
created, but we can be assured 
that there is one.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

One-line Prayer 
 

Creator God, help us to  
appreciate the great variety you 

have created everywhere. Amen. 
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