
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Today we hear one of the great family stories of the Gospel. For many Christians, this is one of 
their favorites. All one has to do is give its opening lines, “A man had two sons,” and we know 
what’s to follow. No matter how often we hear this story, we are touched. We are all members of a 
family. We know what it can be like between fathers and sons. We know about sibling rivalry. And 
we know about forgiveness although we can always learn more. 

To highlight the central role of the father, some people refer to this parable not as the story of The 
Prodigal Son, but as the one about the forgiving father. Yet the son’s bad behavior cannot be 
overlooked because it contrasts so much with the father’s love. Not only did the son ask for his 
part of the inheritance early, he also squandered it. Technically, it wasn’t even his because it would 
have belonged to the father as long as the father lived. Given recent events in financial markets, 
we know what it’s like to lose money that is really not one’s own. Forgiveness of those who took 
people’s money and lost it seems almost unforgivable. This is a story for the time of Jesus as well 
as for our own time.

A Gospel Word for the Home
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Parental love is not always a given. We know about abandoned children, children who are 
neglected and abused, children who are used by parents to advance their parent’s agenda. Some 
family scholars say that in all the changes that have occurred in family life in recent years, the 
ones who have suffered the most are children. But we also know that it shouldn’t be that way. 
Children are especially vulnerable in their early years. And the need for good parenting continues 
through life. In a profound way, the relationship between a parent and a child never ends. It is a 
relationship that defies easy description because it is so complex. When an adult person with 
mental difficulties seeks the services of a trained therapist, the therapist will often begin the 
conversation by asking about the client’s parents. Many of our strengths and weaknesses can be 
traced to the quality of our family relationships, especially those with our parents.

Thought for the Week

So when the story begins, “a man had two sons,” our attention is captured. There may be some-
thing here for us. And there is because it’s about a relationship that appeared broken and ended 
up being repaired and even better than before. When forgiveness is added to love, the love 
deepens. It’s something well deserving of a celebration.

The parent and sons in this story have no names. They are symbols. The father is God, Abba, a 
word favored by Jesus which is roughly equivalent to our word, dad. The sons represent us. The 
part of us that misuses our gifts from God is the one who leaves home. The part of us that forgets 
that all we have are gifts from God, stayed home. The son on the road needed the forgiveness 
and embrace of the father. The son at home needed a reminder that he was entitled. It is all a gift 
from his father.

So which part of the story do you need to reflect on? Do you need to forgive as God forgives you? 
Do you need forgiveness from God? Do you need to be reminded of how much God loves you? 
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

It’s very easy to hold onto those times or 
experiences where we felt that we were 
mistreated. This seems especially true for 
those of us who can recall times when we 
felt that our parents did not do what we 
consider was best for us. We may need to 
forgive our parents, which is a kind of 
reversal of the story. 

We say in the “Our Father” that we ask for 
forgiveness from God as we forgive 
others. The two actions go together. We 
forgive as we are forgiven. To forgive 
another takes humility and strength. If we 
continue to be non-forgiving, we are not 
free. This is a matter for deep personal 
thought. That’s why we need to hear this 
parable over and over again. It’s an impor-
tant part of our being children of God, our 
very loving Father. 

Have each person mention a time when 
they forgave someone. Why was that 
something worth doing? How did you 
feel after you forgave the other?

Father of Mercy, forgive us so that we can 
more fully celebrate your love. Amen.

©Our Sunday Visitor Curriculum Division                                                  Nihil Obstat: Rev. Dr. S. R. Olds, S.T.D., Census Librorum; Imprimatur: Most Rev. Thomas Wenski, Bishop of Orlando, October 18, 2009, the Feast of St. Luke


