
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Tenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Many times in the Gospel we read that Jesus was "moved to the depths of his heart" when he met
people who were suffering. Our use of the word "compassion" doesn't fully express the deeper
meaning of the original Hebrew word that meant heart-felt "sympathy" and personal identification
with the suffering person's condition. Why was Jesus moved by the widow at a crowded funeral
procession? He not only grieved the death of the widow’s son, but he showed the depth of his
distress for the widow who lost her only son, but also lost her husband as well. She had lost not
only her loved ones, but her future security as well.

By his power he restored life for the boy marked for death. Jesus is Lord not only of the living but of
the dead as well. When Jesus died on the cross for our sins he also triumphed over the grave when
he rose again on the third day, just as he had promised the Apostles. Jesus promises everyone who
believes in him, that because he lives (and will never die again), we also shall have abundant life with
and in him both now and forever (John 14:19).

A Gospel Word for the Home
Luke 7:11-17 

The Jews understood that contact with a dead body made oneself ritually unclean or impure.
Jesus' physical touch and personal identification with the widow's loss of her only son not only
showed the depths of his love and concern for her, but pointed to his desire to free everyone from
the power of sin and moral corruption, and even death itself. Jesus' simple word of command –
"Young man, arise" – not only restored him to physical life, but brought freedom and wholeness to
his soul as well as his body. Here we see both compassion and power demonstrated in Jesus' act of
kindness. Sadly, Jesus' own countrymen missed the significance of the miracle. The crowd sees a
prophet, not a Messiah; they fail to recognize the one who inaugurates the coming of the Kingdom
of God.

The dawning of the Kingdom of God, inaugurated in the mission of Jesus the Messiah, achieves a far
grander release. It is release from eternal death. The unfolding purpose of the Kingdom of God is to
bring life eternal, a purpose revealed in the release from death of a widow's son, a purpose realized
in the gift of eternal life.
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

Have your children ever asked you what
happens to people when they die? How
do you answer? This is a good week to
address eternal life.

Name some deceased loved ones, and
remind your children that we will be
reunited again, just as the mother was
with her deceased son. This Gospel
reading reminds us of Jesus’ power to
resurrect the dead while he was on
Earth. It also reminds us of his
Resurrection. He promises us that we
too, will experience eternal life and be
reunited with our loved ones. What a
joyful place and time it will be.

Ask your children if they remember their
Baptism story.  If not, now would be a
good time to remind them of their
membership in the Church and their
opportunity to help build God’s Kingdom.

Jesus, lead us to our work to help bring
the Kingdom to Earth as it is in Heaven.
Amen.
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