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Twenty-first Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

Gospel Word 
Luke 13:22–30  

The Gospel of Luke often uses images associated with healing. There is a 
tradition that Luke himself was engaged in the healing arts of his day. He 
was familiar with health and sickness. Thus his Gospel (more than the 
others) often brings forth questions concerning salvation. The concept 
“salvation” relates both to healing and being “saved” by God. Thus, this 
Sunday, we hear the story of someone who wants to know about how many 
are going to be saved. Will it be just a few or many? Jesus could have 
responded that only God knows the answer to that question but he took 
the occasion to make another point: whoever is saved and is spiritually 
healthy will be those who have focused on living the journey to the King-
dom and not so much on what’s on the other side.  
 
They will have to get to know Jesus and his message and seek to put his 
teachings into practice, day by day. Doing all that requires attention and 
discipline, a refined focus, because the doorway to the Kingdom of God is 
narrow. Just belonging to a group or being first in line won’t work. It’s about 
being a good disciple. Being a good disciple means loving in the same way 
that Jesus does. For some that may be too difficult.  
 
Also in this Gospel is the important idea that those who seek salvation will 
be coming from all directions. This is an important point to make to those 
who think that it’s just one kind of person or group that will be saved. No, 
those who will be seeking “the way” and eventually be included in the Great 
Banquet of Heaven will be of all kinds, the full spectrum of personality types, 
from all social classes, from all cultures, all religions, all parts of the world. So 
there’s an interesting tension in today’s Gospel: narrowness on the one 
hand and broadness on the other.  
 
This reminds us of other parts of the Gospel that offer a very inclusive 
invitation attracting disciples to Jesus. It could be anyone! The Gospels 
indicate that Jesus seems especially close to the poor, the needy, the 
marginal, and even the “sinners.” Such openness strengthens the impres-
sion that we might be surprised by who will enter God’s Kingdom. We also 
have to keep in mind who’s in charge: God who has created and loves 
everyone. If each of us can have a similar orientation to others, we have 
found “the narrow gate.”  
 

Personal judgment concerning 
others people’s religious orienta-
tion, moral life, and lifestyle is 
common. Often our judgments 
are tinged with our own bias or 
prejudice. Some sociological 
studies point to a connection 
between strong religiosity and 
prejudice sometimes. We are not 
unlike some of the Jews of Jesus’ 
time. We like to look into and 
make judgments about others and 
their relationship to God. Some 
say, “Only our group is blessed 
by God or will be saved.” The 
Catholic Church in recent years 
has cautioned against such judg-
ments. Deep spiritual matters 
related to each of us are known 
only to God. We are always 
invited to hope for the best about 
all people, but not to put 
ourselves in the judgment-seat of 
God.  
 
So is that relativism? Does it mean 
that, “anything goes?” An open, 
loving attitude toward all people 
flows from deep personal respect 
for all persons and their relation-
ship with God. Keep in mind 
everyone is made in the image of 
God. It is not our prerogative to 
judge how God moves and works 
with others. We cannot read 
anyone’s soul. In truth, only God 
can do this. Our concern should 
be focused on our own relation-
ship with God.  

 
 One-line Prayer  

Redeemer, we thank you for 
valuing each of us. Help us to stay 
focused on the narrow opening to 

life in your Kingdom. Amen.  
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