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There was a time when social graces were highly valued. The name 
Emily Post was well known to many because of her book on etiquette. 
She described what would be considered good manners in public 
society. In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus is not teaching etiquette. He 
is making a point about the Kingdom of God. Luke uses banquets as 
the setting for Jesus’ teachings about the Kingdom. Jesus is watching 
the Pharisees who were always granted the higher place because 
they carefully and scrupulously observed the Law. Jesus points out 
that asserting one’s importance and/or goodness in this life has 
already been rewarded. In God’s Kingdom those who realize the 
greatness of God and their dependence on him will be the ones who 
will find themselves in the place of honor. God has favorites too, but 
they are not necessarily those with religious or social stature. They are 
the humble. Jesus has a way of turning things upside-down, as he 
does here. 

It is clear from this Gospel that 
Jesus knows human nature very 
well. He knows that we like to 
have the higher places. We like to 
live in a home that has good curb 
appeal or drive a car that will turn 
heads. He knows that we like 
upgrades and discounts: special 
treatment that goes to those who 
deserve it. Some of us are also 
victims to Pharisaical thinking. 
We think we deserve the high 
place because we keep all the 
rules no matter what. Although 
we would simply accept special 
treatment for any reason—such as 
if we are the one-hundredth 
customer through the door. Our 
egos bask in recognition and 
privilege.  
 
That’s what our society some-
times offers. Privilege! Owner-
ship! Status! But these are not the 
values of Jesus. Recall that he 
humbled himself. He took on the 
role of servant, not master. 
Following him doesn’t mean we 
will automatically lose our desire 
for greatness, recognition, or 
special treatment. It seems to be 
part of our human nature and is 
certainly reinforced by our 
culture. Today’s Gospel reading 
offers a challenge to recognize the 
clash of values between what the 
world tells us is of value and what 
God looks at as valuable. God’s 
Kingdom is when and where the 
poor, sick, and lame are our 
guests at our table.  
 
 
 

 
 One-line Prayer 

 
God Almighty, show us how to 

make your Kingdom come now. 
Amen.  
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