
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

There was a time when social graces were highly valued. The name Emily Post was well known to 
many because of her book on etiquette. She described what would be considered good manners 
in public society. In today’s Gospel reading Jesus was not teaching etiquette about what to do 
when you attend a wedding banquet, which for him was a very important image for describing 
life in God’s Kingdom. On one level, it seems that he was simply offering some practical advice on 
good manners. In those days where one sat at the table mirrored one’s social status. Higher places 
were for top elected officials, Hollywood stars, and the “well-to-do.” The rest were assigned to 
“lower places.”

How embarrassing would it be if you took a high place and were then told to go to the lower 
seat? That’s the practical side. But, as is usual, Jesus was really telling us something important 
about how things are with God. God has favorites too, but they may be different from the people 
we think are his favorites. Jesus always has a way of turning things upside down, as he does 
here.

A Gospel Word for the Home
Luke 14:1, 7–14

In family life, we seek to make present the ideas and values of Jesus. We love each other because 
we are members of the same family and because we are sisters and brothers in Christ. What Jesus 
proposes in today’s Gospel reading is that when we enter the Kingdom, we need to wait for the 
“master of the feast” to assign us our positions and know that God will keep the feast open to 
everyone.

There’s also an important family message. We are all equal in God’s eyes. Wives are equal to 
husbands, and children to their parents. That’s part of the radical teaching of the Gospel. God 
equally loves us all, no matter what our social standing, our background, our condition, or our 
gifts and talents. This is hard for a society built on individualism and personal accomplishment to 
understand. But that’s what you see in good families: a profound acceptance and love for all 
family members, along with a spreading of a similar attitude outside the family. All are welcomed 
and all are loved, no matter what their place in society. 
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

Children may debate among themselves 
as to which one is most favored by 
parents. But, as most parents will say, we 
love all of you equally. We don’t compare 
one to another. We don’t favor one over 
another. All are loved equally. 

How much of that attitude is like that of 
God? We are all invited to the banquet. 
Being human, we may want to be 
signaled out as special, given the higher 
place, but in the end, that’s not necessary. 
All are given an equal portion of God’s 
gifts and it is fully enough (despite our 
occasional complaints). This week’s 
Gospel is an assault on the human 
tendency to want to be better than 
others. We want to look better, to have 
more than others, to be seated at the 
head of the table. Parents know that 
having favorites is never a good parent-
ing strategy, as does God.

Ask your children if they think that there 
are any favorites in your family. Is anyone 
given more than others? They notice such 
things. Parents might be surprised at 
what is said. 

God of generous love, thank you for fully 
loving all of us, no matter what. Amen. 
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