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The Gospel reading today points out some interesting things about 
service. It is not a volunteer once-in-a-while-thing. The parable might 
aptly be called “No rest for the disciple!” And, by the way, expect no 
thanks, either. It’s your duty. Luke places this parable in the context of 
the faith. Before Jesus tells the parable, the disciples ask him to 
increase their faith. To understand the Gospel we have to read the 
chapter from verse 1. The disciples ask for an increase of faith after 
they have learned that to be a disciple you don’t stumble or give 
scandal to others; you reprimand your fellow disciples if they are 
doing wrong and no matter how often someone sins against you, 
forgive them! That is one tall order. No wonder the disciples ask for 
faith.  
 
With the parable, it is as if Jesus responds by saying “Here is some 
more hard news.” But before he does, he gives the disciples an inter-
esting image. If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will 
have great power and strength. Then he goes on with the parable. 
How we see the message of the parable will depend on how we live 
our relationship with God. If we have even a little faith, we will be able 
to meet the demands of discipleship. And if we have faith, we will 
know we are here to be God’s servant and to do service at all times in 
every area of our life because we are always disciples. 
 

In recent years, the Catholic Church 
has reestablished the Order of 
Deacons. These are ordained men 
who dedicate their lives specially to 
fulfill a servant role in the Church. 
They are not doing this instead of us, 
but to provide a kind of permanent 
and personal example of servant-
hood in the daily life of the Church. 
Their selfless work is often done 
quietly and without a lot of public 
attention. As more and more deacons 
are ordained, their presence will 
become more and more evident and 
hopefully we will all learn from their 
wonderful example. 
 
But in Baptism, we are all called to 
serve as Christ served. Look at almost 
any Gospel passage and what do you 
see? You’ll see Jesus seeking out 
ways to help others—even strangers 
and outcasts. He went about doing 
good and offered himself as a servant 
to all. In doing this, he embodied “the 
way” for all disciples. 
 
Being a servant to God’s will and to 
his Kingdom is not limited to Church 
or volunteer opportunities. It is a 
Gospel value to be practiced in every 
aspect of our life. We serve with kind 
or forgiving words, by being respon-
sible and accountable at work, by 
going the extra mile with family and 
friends, and yes—even with strang-
ers. We serve by being honest. We 
serve by listening, and being present 
to those who need to share their 
story. We serve by taking care of the 
gifts of creation. And through faith, 
even a little, we are given the 
strength to continue. 
 

 
 One-line Prayer 

 
Encouraging Father, awaken us to 

opportunities where we can serve in 
your name. Amen. 
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