
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

To be a disciple means that you will often find yourself in the role of servant. Christ is often 
described as a servant, as one who came to serve. This is not a role much valued in our society. 
Today, servants are at the bottom of the social ladder. They were in the time of Jesus, too. That’s 
why, when the Gospel sings the praises of servant-hood, they sound counter-cultural. Service 
values giving rather than receiving. Christ comes not to take the place of a ruler or potentate, but 
as a servant. In his Last Supper, he washed the feet of those who were there, a role reserved for 
servants. 

Further, he served them his own Body and Blood. These are manifestations of what God intends 
for those who will enter the Kingdom and help it come in this world. If the role of servant makes 
us feel uncomfortable, remember it is a role applied to Christ. It’s part of the reversal of values 
often found in the Gospels. Another way of saying this is that in God’s Kingdom power comes 
from love and service—not from position or wealth.

A Gospel Word for the Home
Luke 17:5–10

Servant-hood has a direct application for family life. Family is the place where mutual service is 
going on all the time. One of the hardest things to do is to teach children the value of service. 
Every day they hear that it’s better to be served than to serve. Go ahead, get what you want and 
move up to the top where you can call the shots. They grow up in a culture that is adverse to the 
role of servant.

How do we as parents teach our children the value of servant-hood? Two ways come to mind. 
First, be an example of good servant-hood. Seek to help others at home and away from home. 
Second, provide your children opportunities to serve. Help out at a food bank. Visit nursing 
homes. Help a neighbor in need. Right now our country is filled with elderly women living alone. 
Certainly, there are times when they would love a helping hand or a visit from a smiling child. 
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

Can the parents’ servant role take on 
unhealthy dimensions? Yes, it can. Some-
times servant-hood turns into victim-
hood. Generosity and kindness are taken 
for granted and can even be exploited by 
their own children. So parents need to be 
wary of how they express being a servant 
in the family, especially when it comes to 
taking care of children. They are to be 
servants, not slaves! 

Above we noted that mutual servant-
hood is to be sought in the family. It 
should be something that contagiously 
moves from parent to child and maybe 
even back to parent again. The late Pope 
Paul VI wrote something quite brilliant 
and insightful about evangelization in the 
family. In somewhat obvious tones he 
said that parents are to evangelize (share 
the Gospel) their children, but he added, 
and sometimes their children evangelize 
their parents, mutually. The tide reverses 
itself. And when this happens, celebrate! 
This truly is life in God’s Kingdom.

Identify someone known by each family 
member who has truly done something 
to serve others. Make the idea of servant-
hood real. Put some flesh on it.

Jesus, God who serves, awaken us to 
opportunities where we can serve in your 
name. Amen.
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