
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

There’s not very much discussion of prayer in the Gospels. But when the topic comes up, as it does 
this Sunday, it’s good to pay close attention. Prayer is an essential part of the spiritual life. It’s our 
connection with God. Think of what it’s like these days when we suddenly become disconnected 
from people through a breakdown in one or another of our technological tools. What’s it like to 
be without phone service? What about when in the midst of watching a favorite TV program or 
right toward the end of a close ballgame, the screen without warning reads that we have lost 
satellite connection? Or for some, the worst imaginable of all possibilities, when our connection 
with email and the Internet breaks down. We can suddenly feel isolated, fearful and very 
alone.

Much the same can happen in our relationship with God. First, it’s worth mentioning that God is 
always receiving messages. God is also sending us messages 24/7. So the issue becomes one of 
our personal response-ability. Are we listening to God? How often do we turn our attention 
heavenward? And when we do, with what level of intensity do we communicate? A hurried prayer 
in the morning? A routine Hail Mary sometime during the day? A quick Act of Contrition before 
bedtime? Or maybe none of the above. This week’s Gospel presents one of the more interesting 
characters of the Gospel; sometimes she is called “the persistent widow.” 

A Gospel Word for the Home
Luke 18:1–8

The Gospel presents us with two very dissimilar people. First, there‘s a judge holding the power of 
making important judgments and decisions. Then we have a widow who, in those times, was 
virtually powerless. When a woman became a widow she belonged neither to her family of origin 
(which she left when she married) nor to the family of her departed husband. So there she is, all 
alone, without any clout or status. But this is no ordinary widow. She draws on power that comes 
from within her. It’s her spirit that we witness in this story, a spirit that just won’t quit. 

She needs a response from the judge. He’s not interested. He has more important fish to fry. 
Besides, he’s all wrapped up in his own narrow world. He’s not connected with God or with other 
humans. He gives no one any respect. He’s a loner who thinks because he has position, he is 
sovereign and in control. Sad. In contrast, the woman is mixed up with someone simply described 
as her “adversary.” She needs the judge to side with her, so she persists. She’s there every day 
asking when, when, when. She’s connected (although not well) and he’s unconnected. Jesus uses 
the story to emphasize we need to be persistent in prayer. 
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

Do you as a parent pray for your children? 
Do they know that you do? Do you pray 
as a family? These questions are not to 
create guilt but simply as an inquiry into 
an important part of life that in our noisy 
and busy world is often overlooked. The 
simplest description of prayer is that it is 
conversation with God. The words that 
are used are really not that important. 
They should be personal and meaningful. 
Recitation of empty words doesn’t work 
well between people, nor will it with God. 

Prayer can even be “said” with words. The 
Catholic Tradition contains much about 
what’s called contemplative or mystical 
prayer. At one time it was thought that 
this kind of prayer was more or less 
reserved for great saints, monks and nuns. 
That’s no longer held to be true. Spiritual 
writers and experts now wonder whether 
deep prayer may be going on a lot more 
than we have ever imagined. Anyone can 
pray and pray well. Maybe that’s partly 
why a simple widow was the image Jesus 
used when he wanted to teach us some-
thing about prayer. Maybe her “persis-
tence” also meant that she prayed all the 
time. One of the best ways to survive as a 
parent, especially during challenging 
times, is to stay connected with God, who 
gave you those children in the first place. 
Share your joys and difficulties with the 
One from whom all good things come. 

Do some family research. Ask around the 
table or van who prays and when. If 
someone wants to add what he or she 
prays about, listen carefully.

God the Holy Spirit, make me a persistent 
pray-er. Amen.
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