
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Another tax collector appears in today’s Gospel. This time we know his name. It’s Zacchaeus, short 
of stature and well to do as we say. He also is described as one of “the lost ones.” Perhaps just 
working for the hated Romans was enough to make one seem lost or distanced from the locals. 
Nevertheless, Jesus dines with him, a clear sign that they have connected at some level. Eating 
with someone is another great sign that the Gospel uses to express intimacy with others. That 
same symbolism has come into our own time. Those we invite for dinner are those we delight in 
whether they are family, friends, neighbors or associates. At least, that’s the way it should be. 

So two things are happening here. Jesus is reaching out to someone others consider a sinner. The 
protestation of Zacchaeus that he is more than fair in his business dealings still don’t bring him 
close to his people. He’s simply in the wrong profession. Jesus overlooks this. He is more 
concerned with persons than professions. And that this man would climb a tree just to see him is 
enough for Jesus. Eating together adds to the story’s meaning. Luke has Jesus sharing food on ten 
different occasions in his Gospel. This is intentional on his part. 

A Gospel Word for the Home
Luke 19:1–10

Because family meals are an important part of family life, this week we will think about them. 
Some claim that they are becoming “a thing of the past.” In some cases, that may be true. In 
ancient times, food was both scarce and dangerous. Poisoning an enemy at dinner was not 
unheard of. So when you sat down with another, it was both a sign of generosity and trust. It also 
was an expression of care for the other. All of this contributes to the deep symbolism we see in 
the Gospels about sharing food. Meals were the place where Jesus taught, forgave, and called 
people to conversion.

During more traditional times, families routinely ate together. Part of that was due to the way 
food was prepared. There was only a small window when it could be served hot and delicious. 
Then came the food revolution accompanied by the microwave and other laborsaving appli-
ances. People could eat at any time of the day (or night). It is a faithful community building expe-
rience for families to commit to eating together often. Even when it is inconvenient and difficult 
because it is the place where the “domestic Church” teaches and is taught, forgives and receives 
forgiveness, and calls each other to conversion.
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

We have been talking about prayer in 
recent weeks. Meal prayers are perhaps 
the most common form of family prayer. 
That we pray before we eat is meaningful 
in itself. Food always has gift aspects. God 
provides the earth, the sun, and the rain, 
which are needed to grow the food we 
need to survive. And let’s not forget 
whose work secured the food, and those 
who prepared it. It’s a time to think of 
others and thank them, including God.

Parents will usually take the lead in this. 
Some prefer formal prayers, but there’s a 
trend toward more creative and personal 
praying. Share the leadership around the 
table. Often the best prayers (and most 
humorous ones) come from the mouths 
of the little ones. Depth is also more 
important than length. 

Ask around to learn which meal each 
family remembers as their best ever. 

Provider God, we thank you for the food 
you give to us. We also thank you for the 
people with whom we share our food. 
Amen.
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