
Living the 
Word 

Connecting with the 
Sunday Readings 

Thirty-third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

Gospel Word 
Luke 21:5–19 

Today’s Gospel reading begins with reference to the eventual 
destruction of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. As we know, Jesus had 
an ambivalent view of the Temple and its operations. He had come to 
transform the way people expressed their worship of God. Besides 
that, many of those who listened to Jesus were fed a constant meal of 
fearful scenarios—signs of impending doom from others. Both 
during his lifetime and afterwards, the political situation was precari-
ous to say the least. Personal safety was always a concern. Plus, like 
today, some religious leaders took advantage of people’s fears to 
gather followers, promising to protect “their own” from the dangers 
that lie ahead. Fear can be a great motive for becoming religious. But 
Jesus wanted his followers to have nothing to do with such dire 
imaginings. He urges them: even if times get hard, even if you are 
brought before judges and rulers, don’t be anxious about that. God’s 
Spirit will guide you to say what’s best. And furthermore, fear not, not 
now, or in the days ahead. Trust in God’s care and love for you.  
 
Some scholars note that the Gospel was most likely written right after 
the actual historical event of the Temple’s fall. So the Gospel speaks 
both about the future and the present. It is part of a longer apocalyp-
tic narrative. The Gospel writers used the literary form of apocalyptic 
discourse to help their contemporaries deal with their present suffer-
ing. Luke’s contemporaries lived about forty years after the Ascension 
and there were many on-going persecutions of Christians over those 
years. So Luke was writing for people who knew what it would be like 
to stand up for one’s faith. He recalls Jesus’ words and places them 
here to support his contemporaries in their present sufferings.  
 

Part of today’s Gospel reading 
mentions the impending persecu-
tion. Throughout history, continu-
ing into the present time, there 
have been persecutions and 
martyrdoms of Christians. For 
most of us, martyrdom of that 
kind will not happen. Still, we are 
called to live out the beliefs and 
values of our faith in our family 
life, neighborhood, and in our 
work—something that is not 
always received well by others. 
For Christians of our era, “martyr-
dom” will arise from the particu-
lar circumstances of each person’s 
life. What we learn from the 
Gospel is that any kind of perse-
cution we endure as a result of 
living our faith is an opportunity 
to act in ways that show our 
faithfulness to Jesus and to his 
way of life; to bear witness to 
whom we really are as God’s 
children and faithful disciples. 
 
Still, in all the trials we encounter, 
we too can take seriously what 
Jesus said. First, don’t be fearful, 
God is with you, and second, be 
open to what God’s Spirit is 
moving you to say and do. The 
word martyr means witness and 
we are all called to witness God’s 
love in the world in which we live 
whether we are at home or 
elsewhere. No matter what the 
consequences, we can be confi-
dent that enduring patiently will 
result in our salvation. 
 
 
 

 
 One-line Prayer  

Protector God, be with us and 
protect us when we are afraid or 

worried. Help us trust in your 
presence. Amen. 

Adult 
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