
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

As we move to the end of the liturgical year, we have a reading that refers to “the end times.” 
Many of those who listened to Jesus were fed a constant meal of fearful scenarios—signs of 
impending doom from others. Both during his lifetime and afterwards, the political situation was 
precarious to say the least. Personal safety was always a concern. Plus, like today, some religious 
leaders took advantage of people’s fears to gather followers, promising to protect “their own” 
from the dangers that lie ahead. Fear can be a great motivator for becoming religious. 

But Jesus wanted his followers to have nothing to do with such dire imaginings. And even if times 
get hard, even if you are brought before judges and rulers, don’t even worry about that. God’s 
Spirit will guide you to say what’s best. And further, fear not, not now, or not in the days ahead. 
Trust in God’s care and love for you. Yet even having said that, and even with it being included in 
Luke’s Gospel, good people still fear. Good people still are tempted to side with the powers of 
darkness. They fail to have hope. 

A Gospel Word for the Home
Luke 21:5–19

Today’s Gospel begins with reference to the eventual destruction of the Jewish Temple in Jerusa-
lem. Scholars note that the Gospel was most likely written right after the actual historical event. 
So the Gospel speaks both about the future and the present. Jesus had a very ambivalent view of 
the temple and its operations. Most will recall some “house-cleaning” that he did right before his 
arrest, trial, death and Resurrection. How much the Temple authorities saw Jesus as a threat is not 
totally clear, but he was definitely viewed as one who did not favor “business as usual.” You don’t 
enter the inner sanctum of the New York Stock Exchange, kick over a few computers, condemn its 
operations and leave without creating some enemies. The same can be said of the Temple. 

Jesus came to transform the way we express ourselves religiously. While his immediate focus was 
some Jewish practices, the principles he used apply even now. For instance, God’s presence for 
some was only in the Temple, in what was called the Holy of Holies. Jesus said that God’s pres-
ence was primarily to be found in people, especially in the love they had for each other. The 
Church would eventually add that the presence of Jesus was also there in our celebration of Jesus 
in the Eucharistic sacrifice and meal. This also means that God is present in the family, and in the 
love and care for each other. Blessed are those who see and celebrate that presence. In other 
words, it’s not about business but about people!
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

One of the wisest voices about contem-
porary family life is Mary Pipher, a thera-
pist from Nebraska. In her book, The 
Shelter of Each Other, she described a 
unique situation that we face today in 
family life. For as long as we can remem-
ber, the family was the primary socializing 
agent in the lives of the young. From their 
families, children picked up their basic 
ideas and ideals. In later life, they might 
replace all this with others, but for virtu-
ally all children their family’s formation, 
for better or worse, came first. 

Pipher goes on to say that this is chang-
ing. For the first time in human history, 
the culture is becoming the primary 
forming influence in children’s lives. Not 
all children, of course, but many. So what 
does this have to do with martyrdom? 
Remember what that means? It means 
witnessing to your faith and values. 
Sometimes parents do this in the face of 
very different views taken by the outside 
culture. This can lead to children “perse-
cuting” their parents because they are not 
“in.” Welcome to another of today’s ways 
of witnessing to your faith. 

It’s good to know what people fear. At 
times, it was what was thought to be “the 
end of the world.” Today some speak in 
“the end of the economy.” What is it that 
your children fear most? Do you know? 
Ask them and share your own with 
them.

Protector God, be with us and protect us 
when we are afraid or worried. Help us to 
trust in your presence. Amen.
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