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The Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ the King 

Gospel Word
Luke 23:35–43 

For over two thousand years good Christian people have been asking 
why Jesus had to die on the cross. What is meant by the belief that he 
died for us? Here are some thoughts to get us started, but we would 
need all the books of the world to finish—and then some. Jesus died 
because he was human. He came not only to be with us but also to 
live like us, except for sin. He experienced human thoughts and touch. 
He felt human emotions and the warmth of friendship. He lived and 
died like us although in the end he rose from the dead, which is our 
hope for eternal life.

But why the crucifixion? Why all that suffering and humiliation? Aside 
from this always remaining somewhat of a mystery, we can say that 
he did this to show how much love was in his heart for us. There is no 
greater love, he said, than giving one’s life for a friend. We are his 
friends. So, as we profess every time we pray the Creed “he died for us 
and for our salvation.” He gave his life so that we (and all others) may 
have life. And is this not what happens in our good relationships? 
People give of themselves, their time and energy, their presence and 
their concerns. We continue to do what he did. In doing that we help 
bring the Kingdom about here and now.

Today’s Gospel reading takes the values of the world and turns them 
on their head. Jesus assumes the lowest position in society, suffering 
the fate of a convicted criminal even though he is innocent. He does 
so freely and willingly. How ironic, yet how powerful. God’s love is like 
that in that he is a forgiving, merciful King. 

So we are led to give thanks at every Eucharist. Fittingly, we celebrate 
Thanksgiving Day about this time. So when we give thanks to the 
Lord for all the gifts we have received at harvest time, we should also 
note that Jesus gave us life through his dying and rising, life not just 
now in God’s Kingdom, but forever. In a sense, the cost of our living 
life abundantly as the Gospels mention is his giving of his life for us. It 
is one of the great mysteries of our faith. It invites our reflection and 
our sincere prayer of gratitude—homage befitting this King! 

Each year we end the Church year 
with the Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ the King. This year 
we are confronted with a meaning 
of king that is the opposite of 
what we traditionally think of 
kings. Traditionally, they ruled 
over others. They lived in luxury 
and everyone in their kingdom 
paid homage to them and paid 
tax revenues to them. Everything 
about being a king smacked of 
power and pleasure. Kings had it 
all.

But, not so with Christ the King. 
He is shown to us today as one 
dying on a cross between two 
criminals. This is the opposite of 
what a king is supposed to be. 
Subjects are called to give their 
life for their king. This king does 
not give his life for his subjects. 
That’s quite amazing especially 
when you realize that this king on 
the cross is also the Son of God. 
Try as we can to get our arms 
around this great mystery, we 
simply can’t. We stand in wonder 
and awe. When we get a bit of it, 
we can only give thanks. And like 
the Good Thief, we can ask to be a 
part of this Kingdom, the King-
dom of the crucified one. 

One-line Prayer
Dear Jesus, thank you for being 

our King. Amen. 
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