
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King 

Each year we end the Church Year with the Feast of Christ the King. This year we are confronted 
with a meaning of king that is the opposite of what we traditionally think of kings. Traditionally, 
they ruled over others. They lived in luxury and everyone in their kingdom paid homage to them 
and paid tax revenues to them. Everything about being a king smacked of power and pleasure. 
Kings had it all.

But not with Christ the King. He is shown to us today as one dying on a cross between two crimi-
nals. This is the opposite of what a king is supposed to be. Subjects are called to give their life for 
their king. This King gives his life for his subjects. That’s quite amazing especially when you realize 
that this king on the cross is also the Son of God. Try as we can to get our arms around this great 
mystery, we simply can’t. We stand in wonder and awe. When we get a bit of it, we can only give 
thanks. And like the Good Thief, we can ask to be a part of this Kingdom, the Kingdom of the 
crucified one. 

A Gospel Word for the Home
Luke 23:35–43 

For two centuries good Christian people have been asking why Jesus had to die on the cross. 
What do we mean when we say he died for us? Here are some thoughts to get us started, but we 
would need all the books of the world to finish—and then some. Jesus died because he was 
human. He came not only to be with us but also to live like us, except for sin. He experienced 
human thoughts and touch. He felt human emotions and the warmth of friendship. He lived and 
died like us; although, in the end he rose from the dead, which is our hope for eternal life.

But why the crucifixion? Why all that suffering and humiliation? Aside from this always remaining 
somewhat of a mystery, we can say that he did this to show how much love was in his heart for 
us. There is no greater love he said, than to give one’s life for his friends. We are his friends. So, as 
we profess every time we pray the Creed, “he died for us and for our salvation.” He gave his life so 
that we (and all others) may have life. And is this not what happens in our families? People give of 
themselves, their time and energy, their presence and their concerns, for others, especially those 
in their families. We continue to do what he did. In doing that, we help bring the Kingdom about 
here and now.
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

To give one’s life for another is at the 
heart of being a good parent. Such giving 
is not wrapped up in a single package; it 
is given in small packages day by day. 
Expressing parental love through all 
those acts of giving is deeply sanctifying. 
There ought to be a list of a million parent 
saints who did nothing more than be 
good parents. That was enough. 

And while there’s not a lot of public 
celebration of good parenting, even in 
the Church, we can look to Christ the King, 
Christ on the cross, as our parental model. 
We are all children of God because of 
what Christ accomplished. We imitate his 
deep love for others through our deep 
love of those we have been given by God. 
That would apply to birth parents, but 
also adoptive parents, foster parents and 
the thousands of grandparents today 
who selflessly care for their grandchildren. 

Just a simple question: Why do you think 
that we read the Gospel about Jesus on 
the cross when it’s the feast of Christ the 
King? (Obviously, there’s no quick and 
easy answer, but it’s good to start think-
ing about this.)

Dear Jesus, thank you for being our King. 
Amen. 
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