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In the Gospel according to Matthew, the call of the disciples occurs 
just as Jesus is beginning his public life, but here it happens a little 
later, after Jesus has already been preaching and healing throughout 
Galilee. So, the soon to be disciples may have heard about or seen 
Jesus before he meets them catching fish. This might help make 
sense of their immediate radical response and Jesus’ decision to call 
them. Perhaps it was not so sudden. 

What is it about fishing that fits so 
well in Gospel stories? And why has 
the act of fishing remained one of the 
best ways of expressing something 
very important about the Christian 
faith? Fishing helps us to understand 
more clearly what goes on in living 
and passing on the faith to others. 
Anyone who has wet a line knows 
that luck plays a major role in 
successful fishing. There are just too 
many aspects of fishing that are 
outside the control of the one fishing. 
Fishing requires patient waiting, even 
hours of it. Have you ever observed 
ice fishermen? There they are, sitting 
on a stool in the middle of a frozen 
lake. The temperature is well below 
freezing. Still, they sit and wait. To 
one who doesn’t understand such 
things, this seems like insanity. 
Catching fish and preaching the 
Gospel and witnessing to its power 
have a lot in common. You do it and 
wait. There are no guarantees that a 
catch will follow.  
 
All the baptized are called to fish for 
people. We are called to be evangeliz-
ers. Our bait is the attraction of our 
lives. How do we live our lives as 
followers of Christ? Is there some-
thing about us either as individuals 
or as a parish that unchurched people 
are attracted to? When asked why 
they are interested in becoming 
Catholics many an inquirer will say 
because I see how my co-worker acts 
or how my neighbors live as a 
Catholic family and I think it is 
because they are Catholic. I want that 
for myself. Or, they comment on the 
public life of the parish from 
anything to the way the parish 
conducts the annual Christmas tree 
sale, to their outreach to the poor or 
sick in the vicinity. Often they are 
attracted from observing or partici-
pating with Catholic family and 
friends at prayer. This week and 
during the upcoming weeks of Lent, 
be conscious of your own role as an 
evangelizer. 
 
 

 
One-line Prayer 

 
Jesus, our Lord, make us worthy 

fisher-people. Help us attract  
people to you. Amen. 
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