
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

 

Anyone who fishes knows how it feels to catch a big one. If you’re in the business of commercial 
fishing, you dream about a full boat. Today we hear the delightful story of Peter and the Big Catch. 
Peter would tell this fish story to everyone who would listen. Fish caught are wonderful but fish 
stories are even more so. 

And then Luke puts a final touch on the story. After Peter and the others had experienced their 
greatest success as fishermen, they leave their boats and nets and head off on dry land following 
Jesus. They witnessed what Jesus could do. He could point the way. He knew where there were 
fish just itching to be caught. And they wanted to be part of the next big catch. Today, fishing is 
still being done by the followers of Jesus. But just as it was in the case of Peter, we are not in 
charge of the fishing. God is. 

A Gospel Word for the Home
Luke 5:1-11

What is it about fishing that fits so well in Gospel stories? And why has the act of fishing remained 
one of the best ways of expressing something very important about the Christian faith? After all, 
Jesus was a carpenter. You would think that he would associate measuring and sawing boards 
with his (and our) spiritual mission more than fishing. Still, fishing helps us to understand more 
clearly what goes on in living and passing on the faith to others. Let’s see why. 

Thought for the Week

The number one hope of Catholic parents concerns the faith-life of their children. Parents every-
where spend many an anxious moment wondering about whether they have done all they could 
to bring up their children in the faith. What’s hoped for doesn’t always happen. In fact, many 
parents conclude that they have been unsuccessful. Religious surveys have pointed to the reality 
that many either join other faith traditions upon entering adulthood or leave the Church. Using 
the fishing image, it feels like one (or more) got away. 

The best equipment, fresh bait, and the right time, do not ensure success. The same should be 
said to parents. Do what you can to share your faith, but in the end, leave it to God to do the rest. 
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

Clearly, what we have said about fishing 
and what today is called evangelization 
have much to say to caring, Catholic 
parents. Do what you can and leave the 
rest to God. In some matters we are not in 
control. We must be responsible, but that 
doesn’t extend to final results. So at the 
end of the day when you are thanking 
God for all the blessings of that day, and 
one of your children comes to mind who 
is no longer a churchgoer, mention to 
God that you tried your best, “but they 
just weren’t biting.” Then say a full-
hearted "Amen" and rest peacefully. After 
all, there’s a tomorrow and who knows, 
the big catch may await you. 

What do you think Peter said after he had 
pulled in such a big catch? What do you 
think Jesus said?

Dear God, strengthen our faith so that we 
can follow you and stay interested in 
fishing for others. Amen. 
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