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A common theme in Mark’s Gospel is how Jesus’ followers fail to 
understand the meaning of his words and actions. Jesus began his 
public ministry in Nazareth where he was run out of town. Then as he 
healed people, religious leaders became angry with him. The disciples 
must have wondered why Jesus did not retaliate or even react to 
their hostility. Here Jesus gives his answer.

This Gospel reading is the continuation of Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain. 
Here Jesus sets out his teaching on love of enemies. He contrasts the 
call to love one’s enemies by comparing this love to love within 
families and with friends. Jesus makes clear that if we call ourselves 
followers of Jesus, we must love and forgive as God loves us and 
forgives us.

Jesus’ entire life, ministry and his Death, modeled for his followers the 
importance of the underserved and unearned gift of love and 
forgiveness. Jesus sacrificed himself for us when we were alienated 
from God. Christ died for us while we were God’s enemies. Therefore, 
Jesus asks us to live according to those same standards, to live as 
Jesus lived, loving our enemies.

Today’s Gospel is a stark reminder that 
Jesus did not have it easy. Even his own 
mother and siblings did not understand 
him. Jesus was not misunderstood 
because of self-righteous behavior, 
acting as though he was better than 
everyone else. He was misunderstood 
because he enjoyed the company of 
sinners. He ate with tax collectors. He 
reached out to the outcasts. His behav-
ior embarrassed his family and o�ended 
religious leaders. As followers of Jesus 
are we willing to act as he did? Even 
when we are challenged?

One-line Prayer
Jesus, give me the courage to follow 

your example especially when I am 
challenged by my own human

weaknesses. Amen.

© Our Sunday Visitor Curriculum Division                                                  


