
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Second Sunday of Advent 

 

A Gospel Word for the Home
Matthew 3:1–12
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In Christian art, three figures dominate as subject matter. First, Jesus whose presence we would expect. Every-
thing in the Christian faith is built on him. Next, we see Mary. Without her willingness to be his Mother, we 
cannot imagine what would have happened. And third, we find John the Baptist. He’s only around at the 
beginning of Jesus' public life, but he is very important because he provides contrast to the figure of Jesus. His 
was a powerful religious message. He drew attention to the presence of evil and sin. He called for people to 
mend their ways. But his call was incomplete. He was like the opening act of God’s great entrance into history, 
a warm-up for the main event. It may be tempting to stay put with only the words of John the Baptist, and 
focus only on sin and repentance. Apparently, some did. But there was more to God’s plan. What God 
intended then and right now was greater than John’s message. 

God created the world and saw that it was very good. God wants love and harmony to fill the world. And God 
will do that with the person, the life, and the works of Jesus. The message of John the Baptizer takes us to the 
door of love, but we don’t enter with him. We need the Christ, the one who can bring the fire of love into our 
world. And one who will empower us to do the same. That one is Jesus, and we are to prepare for his coming 
at the end of Advent. We do this by opening our heart wider and wider to his presence through the weeks of 
Advent. 

To emphasize his partial role in God’s Plan, Matthew describes that John the Baptizer feels unworthy to carry 
the sandals of Jesus. The one who carried another’s sandals was often a slave, someone at the very bottom of 
the social ladder. It’s also helpful to remember that Matthew often exaggerates matters to the extreme to 
capture our attention. He’s not belittling the work of the Baptizer, instead he is pointing out that repentance 
will only get us the first step. We need more. 

But that “more” is more than what’s implied in the baptism by John. The baptism of Jesus is described as a 
baptism of fire and the Holy Spirit. Fire was very important for life to survive in those times. Fire kept people 
warm when it was cold. Fire brought light to the darkness. Stories were told around the fire. What Jesus 
brought to humankind was new life, the very life of God. Humanity was changed or transformed by the 
coming of Jesus, especially through his death and Resurrection. What Jesus brought for us was life that was 
fired by God’s deep love for us. 

Our actions around the home can take on two aspects. The mom asks, “Did you make this mess?” The child 
answers, “Yes, I accidentally dropped the popcorn bowl.” The mother appreciates the honesty of her daugh-
ter. But more is necessary. “Well then, clean it up.” The negative must be completed by a positive. Life is 
incomplete without the positives. We must not just avoid evil. We are also called to do good. We are to assist 
God through Jesus in building God’s Kingdom here and now. 
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Living a full, active Christian life is hard. It 
takes a lot of energy. The life of Jesus 
shows this. So do the lives of the saints. So 
do the lives of good people we know. To 
even attempt to live fully as the Holy Spirit 
inspires us, requires �rst of all that we be 
good to ourselves. That may sound sel�sh, 
but it isn’t. To be good for others, we have 
to, �rst, be good to ourselves. 

As we prepare for Christmas, let’s not 
overlook preparing ourselves so that we’re 
not worn out by December 25th. One of 
the ways Jesus cared for himself was to go 
away from time to time to be in solitude. It 
was in those times that he connected with 
his Father. All parents can use some quiet 
time with God, and Advent is a good time 
to do this. Daylight diminishes and a kind 
of quiet seems to settle over the land. It’s 
as if all of nature is inviting us to slow 
down. Take a few quiet minutes each day 
to connect with God in prayer and allow 
God’s love to �ll your heart. 

We are now preparing for Christ’s coming 
at Christmas. What might we do as a 
family this week to remind us that Christ-
mas is, �rst of all, about Jesus?

-by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family 
Institute

God the Holy Spirit, quiet us during this 
time of year so that we can more fully 
experience the peace that Jesus came to 
give us. Amen.
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