
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

A Gospel Word for the Home
Matthew 11:2–11
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By now you might be reaching a saturation point with Christmas advertising and too much Christmas music. 
It’s everywhere. It’s on radio stations and in the stores. It’s like Big Brother is relentless in reminding us of the 
season of shopping. And the songs are the same over and over again. How many times have you heard “Santa 
Claus Is Coming to Town?” 

This week’s Gospel reading, while not about Santa Claus, asks the question: "Who is coming to town?" It’s on 
the lips of John the Baptist who hears about what Jesus is doing. He wonders whether Jesus might be the one 
that he and all of Israel have been hoping for. Jesus' response is telling. Jesus knows that you can identify 
someone best not by evaluating what others say, but by observing that person and seeing what he or she 
does. Works are the test of authenticity. 

So what does Jesus accomplish? He brings sight to the blind, mobility to the lame, clear skin to those scarred 
by leprosy, sound to the deaf, and Good News to the poor. These conditions require healing deeper than 
physical. It requires healing the whole person.

Sight to the blind means illumination of all that can be seen. For instance, seeing the world as it is created and 
loved by God is “seeing” deep truth. Mobility means the ability to get around and serve the needs of others. 
Leprosy was considered a sign of being defiled, and therefore isolated from the community. Those inflicted 
were isolated from everyone. To be cured meant that they were no longer outsiders. Jesus invites everyone 
into God’s loving embrace. Those once deaf to hearing God’s word can hear God loud and clear. And the poor, 
all those who lived in need, can be satisfied because Jesus provides all that their hearts longed for: the Good 
News of God’s forgiveness and love. That’s quite a gift. That’s the real meaning of the upcoming feast.



Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer
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“Living within one’s means” is an old 
phrase with a timeless message. The idea 
is to stay free from overwhelming debts. 
Today, this applies to consumer debt, 
which we are told is astronomical. Buying 
beyond our needs is a national “sickness.” 
So why do we get in over our head? And 
how does that relate to our desires? 
Perhaps the answer is obvious: we want 
everything and we are led to believe that 
we have a right to have everything we 
want, and when we get it we will be 
happy. 

Advent is a great time to look at our 
desires because we are bombarded by 
messages that tell us to desire this or that 
and we will be happy. Or even more 
sinister is the claim that if we acquire 
certain things, we can make others happy. 
So here, a bit of guilt is added to the pot. 
The invitation to live simply can be traced 
to Jesus. He was born homeless. He lived 
simply. He avoided paying a mortgage 
and he didn’t have a permanent place to 
lay his head. He didn’t say we had to live 
the same say, but there is a message there 
for all of us. Life is about providing others 
their needs for survival. It’s something we 
parents do all the time. We continue to 
o�er others the love of God, through the 
love of Jesus. Christmas celebrates receiv-
ing what we deeply desire from God, not 
what’s advertised on TV. 

If you could have one thing for Christmas 
that is not material, what would it be?

-by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family 
Institute

Thank you God for Christmas and the gift 
of your love which comes every day! 
Amen.
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