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Matthew 4:12–23

© Our Sunday Visitor Curriculum Division                                                  

We have been learning about John the Baptist over the last two Sundays and how he played an important 
role in the life of Jesus. The spotlight had been on John. He was the last of the great prophets. He was the one 
drawing crowds to the river for a baptism of repentance. But now, he suddenly leaves the stage. King Herod 
doesn’t like the response and popularity that John is receiving. He orders John to be imprisoned. That, Herod 
believes, will end the Baptizer’s influence and the troubles associated with him and those like him. But we 
know that more “trouble” was to come. When Jesus learns what happened to John, he immediately goes 
public and invites four fishermen to join him. Jesus is off and running. 

Try to catch the spirit of today’s Gospel reading. The movement is on fast forward. Once Jesus comes to know 
that it’s time for him to begin what he came to do, he does so with gusto. He is a man on a mission. He is fully 
purpose-drive. Part of his message to the world is taken from John’s playbook. Repent. Change your ways. 
Open your heart to something new and very significant. It’s game time. And this game is for real and for 
keeps. 

Some lines in the Gospels are more important than others. Here’s one that many judge as momentous. 
“Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand.” God’s loving and fierce entry into human history is made definitive
in the person of Jesus and he is suddenly on the road. God’s Kingdom is not something that Jesus predicts will 
come at some future date. Nor is it going to take place only in heaven. Jesus states that it’s beginning right now, 
today! That’s his proclamation, his Big Announcement. As we say these days, the full beginning of the Kingdom of 
God, on earth as it is in heaven, is now “on the clock.” It all began on that day described in today’s Gospel. And 
it’s been unfolding ever since. 

But maybe it doesn’t seem so as we look around our world today. Some religious groups judge that we’re not 
living in the midst of God’s Kingdom at all, but rather (through a very distorted and erroneous reading of Holy 
Scripture), they claim we’re living in the kingdom of the Evil One, the devil. But here’s the deal. The Kingdom 
of God is not like a political movement, though it contains political ramifications. Nor is it easily “seen.” In fact, 
it is only perceived with the eyes of faith, or to take the words of Jesus seriously, only through eyes of repen-
tance. The Kingdom is present in every act of love, compassion, and forgiveness that happens. It is in every act 
of generosity that serves the poor. It happens in our families whenever we reach out to help another family 
member. 

If we focus only on the negatives, that’s all we will see. But there is also evidence that Jesus has made an 
incredible difference in the world. You wouldn’t be reading this if he hadn’t. Each of us is challenged to ask 
ourselves when have we seen the Kingdom of God alive in our own lives. And we are also invited each day, 
each moment, to make it more real. 
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One of the basic expressions of disciple-
ship is Christian parenthood. It is a major 
calling to build God’s Kingdom. While this 
is not mentioned often enough in Church 
gatherings, it remains quite true. Pope 
John Paul II called Christian parenthood a 
basic ministry in the Church. Parents are 
called to be the �rst heralds to announce 
the Gospel message to their children. They 
do this not so much in words but in a 
thousand loving actions in support of the 
life and development of their children. 

Many passages in the Gospels are 
ambivalent about parenthood. For 
instance, while we know that Peter was 
married, we have no discussion of how his 
leaving the nets which provided for his 
family’s livelihood a�ected his family. 
What we have in the Gospels about family 
life is mostly silence. There are some 
passages which speak of leaving home 
and family as part of discipleship. But in 
none of these texts are we led to believe 
that family life is less than acceptable, or 
that it is unimportant. And recall also that 
Jesus chose to spend most of his life as a 
devoted son in Nazareth.

Talk about what it must have been like for 
those four �shermen to be suddenly 
called upon to leave their �shing jobs and 
follow Jesus.

-by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family 
Institute

Dear Jesus, through our Baptism we have 
been made your followers. Show us how 
best to help you build God’s Kingdom 
today. Amen. 
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