
Connecting With the Sunday Readings 
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Kingdom of God has a direct bearing on social life. Connecting with God alone is not enough. God 
wants more than worship and prayer. God wants us to live in harmony with others, help each other out 
when there's need, and express our love of God by loving our neighbor. 
 
A primary setting where that happens is the home. Relationships of marriage and family reflect and 
embody the intimate love we enjoy with God. To neglect those closest to us and only care for those distant 
is not only to miss a precious opportunity for spiritual growth, but it also indicates that the radical nature 
of Christian love of neighbor is missed. For those we share life with, our closest neighbors—in our home, in 
a sense have first claim on our abiding love, our attention, and our care. That does not in any way imply 
that our love should stop at the boundaries of family because there are no limits on Jesus' call to love 
others. We are even to love our enemies.  
 

A Gospel Word for the Home 
Mark 10:2-16 
 
Today's Gospel reading has a special link to the first reading from the Book of Genesis (Genesis 2:18-24) 
since it has Jesus focusing on God's original intention for humans to live in community with each other 
and the attitudes that are essential for being part of God's Kingdom. In Jesus' teaching, marriage becomes 
a prime example of the community relationship God intended from the beginning. One wonders why the 
Pharisees even asked the question "Is it lawful…" since they were very familiar with the fact that Moses 
allowed husbands to divorce their wives (Deuteronomy 24:1-4). Some Scripture scholars indicate that 
Jesus was probably teaching that divorce was against God's law and that was what prompted the Phari-
sees' question. Jesus' response highlights his understanding of what God intended at creation, and 
challenges some of the cultural and religious presumptions of his day.  
 
In his conversation with the Pharisees, Jesus affirms a permanent commitment to marriage as God's 
intention from the very beginning. Even though Moses may have allowed divorce for a husband, it was 
not what God originally intended. Later, when his disciples question his response, he states his position 
more strongly: divorce and remarriage to another by either husband or wife is adultery and violates what 
God originally intended by joining the two into one flesh. In his response, Jesus affirms two truths that 
would also have been controversial in those times. The first is that man and woman are equal partners in 
establishing community between themselves, and that both are responsible for maintaining and preserv-
ing the union they have formed.  
 
Thought for the Week 
 
Whether one is married or not, every Christian is called to establish community with those around them. 
Christian families in particular are challenged to work out our differences, so that community and the 
persons within it can be nourished and safeguarded.  
 
Jesus' own ministry with his disciples and the people he came in contact with was a model of how human 
beings can begin to work out the differences in relationships. The self-emptying that Jesus modeled is a 
way to maintain unity. His ability to listen, to speak the truth and to act compassionately both drew people 
to him, and established boundaries. Willingness to trust, to be open, to depend on, and accept others, 
contributes greatly to maintaining community. If you think about it, openness, dependence, and accep-
tance are all qualities of a little child. Maybe that is what Jesus meant when he states that, "whoever does 
not accept the kingdom of God like a little child, will not enter it." 
 
In recent years, the Church has also called attention to families as the "domestic Church." This title helps us 
reflect on the fact that the very ordinary, sometimes quite messy life of the family is the basis for learning 
how to live as a disciple. Jesus affirmed the sanctity of marriage and the immense value of children.  
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–by David Thomas, PhD, Co-Director, The Bethany Family Institute



Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

Charity begins at home. While this saying 
is not heard that much anymore, it still 
carries an important truth. If we care 
about those immediately around us, we 
will more likely care for everyone else. But 
here's another aspect of caring for your 
immediate neighbor that you might not 
think about. What about you as your 
neighbor? Do you attend to your own 
needs as you would someone else? After 
all, Jesus repeated the long-standing 
biblical command, love your neighbor as 
yourself. Healthy love of self is part of the 
big picture of love. 

Some see self-love as unChristian or even 
sinful. While exaggerated love of self can 
turn into selfishness, if done in concert 
with loving others, the love and care for 
the self can be an important expression of 
healthy Christian life. Mental health 
professionals note that when we ignore 
the legitimate needs and desires of the 
self, we can fall victim to frustration and 
depression. Then we are of little good to 
anyone. Take good care of yourself and 
take good care of those around you. You 
will be blessed for doing this.

Talk about what each family member 
thinks is most important about being a 
member of the family.

Our Father, we thank you for our family. 
Amen.
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