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Gospel Word 
Luke 1:1-4; 

4:14-21 

This reading begins with the opening words of the Gospel according 
to Luke and concludes with Jesus’ return to Nazareth. Going to the 
synagogue was probably something Jesus had done every week 
since he was a pre-schooler. In today’s Gospel reading we hear he 
“taught,” indicating he may have been a rabbi well schooled in the 
Jewish Tradition. He unrolls the scrolls, a very familiar ritual for the 
reading of the Torah. He reads the familiar words of Isaiah. Then he 
does something very unfamiliar to the people. He applies the words 
to himself.  
 
Throughout his life, Jesus, in his person and life proclaims the Good 
News: the blind see, captives are freed, and the poor are taken care of. 
Jesus listens to those who have no standing in Jewish society. In his 
actions, words, and stories he lets them know God has not forgotten 
them.  
 

Every baptized Christian is a part 
of the Body of Christ. We 
continue the work of Jesus today. 
Sometimes we like to think of the 
Body of Christ as a they rather 
than a we or even a me. But our 
faith in Jesus calls all of us to 
work to overcome prejudice and 
fear, and build loving and just 
relationships at home, at work, 
and in our dealings with all 
people with whom we come in 
contact. We might ask ourselves, 
"Who are the blind, the captives 
and the poor whose paths we 
cross every day? Do we know 
people at our workplaces or in 
our neighborhoods who have no 
standing? How do our words and 
actions invite them in or let them 
know we stand in solidarity with 
them?" There is nothing complex 
about proclaiming the Good 
News of God’s love to people. 
Often it is done by a kind word, a 
random act of kindness, a few 
extra minutes paying attention to 
someone we would like to walk 
away from, praying with some-
one, and standing up for the 
values of the Gospel even when 
family and friends won’t. The 
measure of how well we proclaim 
the Good News is how well we 
know it ourselves. No one can 
give what he or she does not 
have. 

 
 
 
 
 

One-line Prayer 
 

Dear Lord, give us courage and 
humility to preach the Good 

News in our words and actions. 
Amen. 

©Our Sunday Visitor Curriculum Division                                                  Nihil Obstat: Rev. Dr. S. R. Olds, S.T.D., Census Librorum; Imprimatur: Most Rev. Thomas Wenski, Bishop of Orlando, October 18, 2009, the Feast of St. Luke


