
Connecting With the Sunday Readings
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

This reading begins with the opening words of the Gospel according to Luke and concludes with 
Jesus’ return to Nazareth. Going to the synagogue was probably something Jesus had done every 
week since he was a preschooler. In today’s Gospel reading we hear he “taught,” indicating he 
may have been a rabbi well schooled in the Jewish tradition. He unrolls the scrolls, a very familiar 
ritual for the reading of the Torah. He reads the familiar words of Isaiah. Then he does something 
very unfamiliar to the people. He applies the words to himself. 

A Gospel Word for the Home
Luke1:1-4, 4:14-21

Throughout his life, Jesus, in his person and life proclaims the Good News: the blind see, captives 
are freed, and the poor are taken care of. Jesus listens to those who have no standing in Jewish 
society. He tells people God does not forget them but it is his actions that really teach people. His 
actions show us how we are to continue his work. The words Jesus reads apply to us too. Even 
though at times we choose to think of the Body of Christ as a they rather than a we or even a me.

Our faith in Jesus calls all of us to work to overcome prejudice and fear, and build loving and just 
relationships at home, work, and in our dealings with all people with whom we come in contact. 
We might ask ourselves who are the blind, the captives and the poor whose paths we cross every 
day? Do we know people at our workplaces or in our neighborhoods who have no standing? How 
do our words and actions invite them in or let them know we stand in solidarity with them? Who 
are the people or individuals you have a prejudice against? Whom do we stereotype or make 
disparaging remarks about? There is nothing complex about proclaiming the Good News of 
God’s love to people. Often it is done by a kind word, a random act of kindness, a few extra min-
utes paying attention to someone we would like to walk away from, praying with someone, and 
standing up for the values of the Gospel even when family and friends won’t. 

Thought for the Week

God is the author of all life, but especially human life. The fact that every person is created in 
God’s image is the foundation for human solidarity and inclusion. The color of a person’s skin, his 
or her gender, what s/he looks like, whether s/he is “cool” or not, his/her economic standing, 
his/her political or religious beliefs do not take away from the reverence and respect we owe him 
or her as God’s child. God does not play favorites or think the way we might, as far as what mea-
sures success or goodness. The measure of how well we proclaim the Good News is in how we 
include others, whether we have an attitude of abundance which moves us to share whatever we 
have with those who may not have what we do and how proactive we are to fight oppression 
wherever we see it.
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Car or Meal TalkParent Survival

One-Line Prayer

 Children learn by imitating. Think about 
your child’s very first imitations. As very 
small infants, they imitated your smile, 
your sounds, your gestures. Younger 
children imitate their older siblings. They 
want to do whatever the older child is 
doing. Of course sometimes that’s fine 
and sometimes it is not. Children never 
ask the question “Do I want to be good?” 
because they do. They ask, “Who do I 
want to be good like?” The first people 
they look to are the significant adults and 
older children around them. To under-
stand that you are the primary religious, 
moral and emotional teacher of your 
children may cause some anxiety or even 
guilt on your part. Remember that no one 
is perfect. God does not expect that of us. 
Along with all the good values and 
behaviors you pass on to your children, at 
times you may also fall short, or your child 
may make other choices that don't follow 
your wishes/hopes. What then? It's good 
to remember that God takes care of each 
of his children.  

Children really are sensitive to being 
included and to being left out. So the 
question this week is simple: When was 
the last time you left someone out of an 
activity just because you did not like 
them? What else could you have done?

Dear Lord, give us courage and humility 
to preach the Good News in our words 
and actions. Amen. 
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