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Today’s Gospel reading continues the account of Jesus at the syna-
gogue in his hometown. After Jesus reads Isaiah's words about the 
coming of the Messiah, Jesus makes a surprising comment. The 
people are excited by his presence, but disturbed by his comments. 
They had heard that he was healing  people and performing other 
works of mercy, so they wanted him to heal their sick as well. After all, 
he is one of their own, a hometown boy. They knew Jesus as “the son 
of Joseph,” one of their own townspeople. What they didn't under-
stand is that Jesus, the Messiah, had come for everyone, even so-
called outsiders who believe in him. Jesus tells the people that faith 
plays a primary part in his healings, not just familiarity. To reinforce 
this he reminds them that their revered prophets, Elijah and Elisha, 
were not sent to do their works for the Israelites but for foreign 
widows and lepers. If Jesus does the work of God only for those close 
to him, he cannot be the One sent from God for all (which he is). This 
angered the townspeople. 

A critique of social narrowness is 
at the heart of today’s Gospel 
reading. It's not hard to find 
examples of this attitude in our 
world today, with all the conflict 
we see between groups. We can 
sense it at work in some of the 
debate over immigration or health 
care in this country. Occasionally 
we come across the idea that we 
can escape into God’s loving 
presence by turning in on 
ourselves, either as individuals or 
as a community. This can have 
several negative consequences. 
We can look at others who do not 
believe as we do as being not 
loved by God or see them even as 
our enemies. We can take the 
dictum “Charity begins at home” 
to an extreme and not reach out to 
those in need. When carried to 
extremes, the dictum “Charity 
begins at home” violates one of 
the central truths of our Christian 
faith. God is the God of all and 
Jesus came to redeem all. Chris-
tians are always challenged by the 
inclusiveness of God’s love. We 
can set limits upon our interests 
and service to others and mask it 
with the excuse that “those 
people” just aren’t like us. Who 
are your “those people?" Are you 
motivated to exclude people 
based on religious, racial, ethnic, 
or social prejudice? 

 
 
 
 
 

One-line Prayer 
 

Father of us all, expand our 
awareness of others and deepen 

our love for all you have created. 
Amen.  
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